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SERVICE ABOVE SELF

Where the spirit of Rotary is, there is liberty.
It sets us free from the bondage of prejudice and bigotry,

and binds us all together
in ties of understanding and fellowship.

Ten years ago, we published the story of the first fifty years of our club.
This is the next instalment.   Ten years only, a record of the 6th decade

and an opportunity to contemplate if we have kept the pledge
to make our city a better place to live

and improve the livelihood of other communities around the world.

Jean Bégin
President

Rotary Club of West Ottawa

Dictionary4Life -  around Ottawa Goats for Grannies -  around Tanzania
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John F. Germ
President, 2016-17

T +1-847-866-3025
F +1-847-866-3390

john.germ@rotary.org

6 February 2017

Dear Rotary Club of West Ottawa members:

It’s an honor to congratulate the Rotary Club of West Ottawa on its 60th

anniversary.

Since your club was chartered, you have made the commitment not only to
represent Rotary in your community but also to do good work and to embody Service
Above Self.

You and I both know that special feeling you get in Rotary — when you know that
someone is going to be living a better life because of you. Together, we have provided
extraordinary service to the world. Today, the world is depending on us to do even
more. Now is the time to capitalize on our success, as we zero in on the eradication
of polio and catapult Rotary forward to be an even greater force for good.

Each of our 34,000-plus clubs is unique in its own way. The success of a club
depends on many factors, including a strong, active membership base and a
dedication to helping others. By reaching this milestone, you have shown your
commitment to our organization. I hope you also see this as an opportunity to reflect
on all that you have accomplished and to set goals that allow you to achieve even
more. Congratulations once again on your club’s 60 years. I know that you will
continue to be part of Rotary Serving Humanity for many more years to come.

Sincerely,

John F. Germ
2016-17 President, Rotary International

ONE ROTARY CENTER 1560 SHERMAN AVENUE EVANSTON, IL LINOIS 60201-3698 USA • T +1-847-866-3000 F +1-847-328-8554 • WW W.ROTAR Y.ORG
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A Message from District Governor Nabil Oudeh

It is my honor and privilege to offer my Rotary
friends and colleagues of West Ottawa my
sincerest congratulations on your 60th year.

Your club has been a beacon for so many other
clubs in Ottawa and beyond. You have helped start
a number of new clubs in our region that are
serving their communities exceptionally. The
Rotary world owes you a great deal of gratitude for your leadership.

Your commitment to community and to international projects has been outstanding. I
appreciate how often your members have shared, at various District events, their passion
and commitment to service above self.

I wish you many more years of success and great service to the West Ottawa community,
our District, and the world.

With respect always,

Governor Nabil Oudeh 2016-17

Governor Nabil Oudeh
Rotary district 7040
613 355 0885
N. NewYork, E. Ontario,
W. Quebec & Nunavut
"Rotary Serving Humanity"
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MEMBERS OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF WEST OTTAWA
(as of June 15, 2017)

NAME CLASSIFICATION    INDUCTION

ACHIHAEI, Eugen Property Management 12/12
ACHIHAEI, Luana Corporate Administration 10/13
ADHE, Jennifer Law – Real Estate 6/12
AHLUWALIA, Pardeep Policy Analysis 5/16
AKANKO, Henry Project Management 8/13
ALSAQQA, Rami Immigration Consulting 3/17
ARMSTRONG, Blair Shoe Retailing 10/57
ARMSTRONG, Eric Clothing Industry – Shoe Retailing 9/84
ARMSTRONG, Marcia Community Development 3/16
BAIRD, Len Clothing – Men’s – Mfg Agent 1/61
BALYS, Ed Construction – Project Mngmnt 9/78
BÉGIN, Jean Health Care – Nursing 12/04
BELL THOMPSON, Carol Real Estate – Consulting 6/13
BOWLES, Alan Research – Business Management 3/05
BRONSTHER, Phil Food Services – Cheffing 11/03
BROOKING, Brett Engineering – Aerospace 3/11
BROOKS, Bruce Business Valuations 1/17
BUTLER, Don Foreign Service 10/08
CHOP, Larry Systems Analysis 3/13
CHRISTIE, Fred Aerospace Engineering 5/98
CRANTON, Frank Police Service 1/08
CREIGHTON, Warren Promotional Clothing 10/69
CROSS, Suan Social Work 6/08
DE WITT, Caroline Program Evaluation & Research 6/17
DIENING, Susan Corporate Education 7/10
DISIPIO, Rocco Real Estate – Administration 12/88
DOLL, Ron Education 9/12
DUTHIE, Sabby Accommodation – Seniors 11/15
FEINBERG, Denzil Financial Services – Planning 12/06
FISHER, Peter Men’s Clothing – Retail 11/70
FLYAZHENKOVA, Inna Photography 9/14
FLYNN, Linda Science & Engineering Research – Admin 10/96
FRANK, Julius Veterinary Medicine – Consulting 10/88
FRASER, Graeme IT Recruiting 8/89
FRASER, Keith Geography – Consulting 8/62
GILMAN, Peter Livestock Identifications 10/60
GRANDE, Toni Food Services – Cheffing 8/16
GUPTA, Suren Policy Research 8/00
HARRISON, Bob Education – Admin 1/08
HARTLEY, Brian Law – Civil Trial 7/09
HENRY, Keith Automobile Cleaning 2/76
HEYLAND, Doug Polar Science 10/94
HEYLAND, Joan Northern Education 10/96
HICKS, Russ Advanced Operational Systems 6/82
HOLMES, Rod Broadcasting – TV Production 1/61
IDE, Doreen Lumber Retailing 5/96
KEENAN, Dirk Chiropractic, Corporate Health & Wellness 6/96
KERSLEY, John Banking – Commercial 3/82
KLEIN, Jeremy Investment Management 6/17
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NAME CLASSIFICATION    INDUCTION
LÉGER-PAILLÉ, Claudette Interior Decorating 2/16
LETTS, Marilyn Health Administration 10/13
LETTS, Merv Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery 7/10
LEVER, Nigel Transit Case Manufacturing 8/89
MANN, Sucha Engineering 7/14
MARTIN, Chris Physical Therapeutics – Chiropractic 2/15
MARTIN, John Building Construction – Residential 8/69
MAXWELL, James B. Investment Management 6/17
MAXWELL, Jim Geography – Associations 4/91
MAZZOLA, Victor Chef/Catering 4/16
McGINNIS, Bud Agricultural Consulting 5/85
MILLER, Roy Associate member 2/16
MOFFETT, Gaye Health Care Services 2/07
MORRIS, Bill Hardware – Retail 3/71
MORTADA, Hadi Advertising – Sales 3/03
MORTON, Dave Financial Management 5/99
MURRAY, Ken Auto Rental 9/95
MUSHI, Adeline Administrative Managing 9/12
OMAR, Mohamed Associate member 4/16
OSOME, Beatrice Nursing 8/05
PAHLAVANI, Ali Financial Services 7/13
PAREKH, Navin Business Training 6/14
PARKINSON, Joe Aviation Consulting 9/04
PETERS, Cletus Dentistry – General Practice 8/05
PICOZZI, Stuart Construction Management 6/80
PILYPAITIS, Linas Investments – Financial Planning 7/09
REDHEAD, Joseph Civil Engineering 10/14
ROLPH, Bill Archiving – Organizing Services 6/13
ROSS, Cameron Financial Advising 8/16
ROWLANDS, Doug Security Management 1/03
SCOTT, Ron Law – Wills & Estates 9/96
SHAW-WOOD, Robert Foreign Service 2/16
SIROTEK, Fred Construction Ch 57
SOUCY, Jen Employment Support 4/12
STOLLMAN, Tom Law – Real Estate & Corporate 9/15
SUBEDI, Anup IT – Computer Engineering 9/14
TALBOT, Clive Education – Planning 7/03
THOMAS, Ginette University Instruction 9/15
THOMAS, Norm Security Software 3/02
TRAUB, Mike Accommodation – Seniors 3/92
TROUGHTON, Jack Communications – Telephone Service 3/69
UPADHYAYA, Sarvesh Sensor Development 6/10
WANNA, Chris Bereavement Counselling 12/98
WATERS, Carol Accommodations – Bed & Breakfast 8/94
WATTIE, Joe Accounting – Corporate 10/05
WATTIE, Mary Administration – Customer Service 3/11
WELLAR, Keenan Employment Support 4/12
WHILLANS, Campbell Real Estate – Residential 5/13
WHITE, Melissa Financial Planning 6/17
WYATT, Deborah Educational Services 6/17
WYATT, Jennifer Educational Services 6/17
YOUNG, Andrew Automation Project Management 12/03



Rotary Club of West Ottawa

6

West Ottawa Rotarians – May 23, 2017

(back row) Ali Pahlavani, Rami Alsaqqa, Joe Wattie, Gaye Moffett, Jim Maxwell, Rocco Disipio

(fourth row) Carol Bell Thompson, Inna Flyazhenkova, Keith Fraser, Doug Rowlands, Andrew Young, Ron Doll,
Pardeep Ahluwalia, Fred Christie, Bill Rolph, Marcia Armstrong, Linas Pahlavani, Bob Harrison, Robert Shaw-Wood,

Eric Armstrong, Phil Bronsther, Brett Brooking, Stuart Picozzi, Joseph Redhead, Richard Herring

(third row) Mary Wattie, Marilyn Letts, Bea Osome, Ginette Thomas, Linda Flynn, Doreen Ide, Clive Talbot
Roy Miller, Merv Letts, Alan Bowles, Susan Diening, Norm Thomas, Carol Waters, Claudette Léger-Paillé

(second row) Doug Heyland, Fred Sirotek, Bill Morris, Rod Holmes, Warren Creighton, Russ Hicks, Jean Bégin,
Chris Wanna, Len Baird, Suren Gupta, Bud McGinnis, Jack Troughton, Blair Armstrong, Don Butler

(front row) Denzil Feinberg, Sucha Mann, Larry Chop, Brian Hartley, Joan Heyland, Ken Murray, Cletus Peters,
Peter Gilman, Hadi Mortada, Peter Fisher
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INTRODUCTION
J. Keith Fraser

We looked at ourselves ten years ago and recorded the life of the club over the first
fifty years.  Much of the story was shaped by initiatives of RI, profoundly by the inclusion of
women members, but also the emphasis on youth through the student exchange program
and the creation of Interact and Rotaract clubs. In 1974, we awarded our first Paul Harris
Recognition and have now awarded it 133 times. We created our own club traditions, the
Voyageurs fellowship weekend, the making of our reputation as a singing club, 100%
attendance recognition and a bogus peripatetic member.

When the 50 year history was published, we had no plans to write the sixth decade.
The recommendation in the book warned us not to wait another 50, but to publish a new
history in 25 years. But the experience from the first book and the acceleration of change in
the Rotary world decided us to continue the story of the club while events and activities
were fresh in our minds.  We organized our archives to help us remember

So this is the story of a decade of changes, some forced upon us by initiatives in
Rotary International, some by circumstances beyond our control, others of our own making.
Rotary International responded to cultural change by promoting growth with Corporate and
Associate memberships, relaxing regulations, increasing club autonomy and, in the digital
revolution, by creating e-clubs and promoting websites.

In our club, the accelerating changes in social culture obliged the ABCs of Fraud,
after ten years, to hold its last session in March 2016. Business pressure and young families
caused the 47 years of the Voyageur weekends to come to an end. Although it is now less
demanding to achieve 100% attendance, enthusiasm in this achievement was waning. We
still sang O Canada and the welcome song, but the passing of Dan Crone diminished our
reputation as a singing club. And after 53 years, we had to say goodbye to the staff at the
Travelodge, and make the move to the St. Elias Convention Centre for our Tuesday
luncheons.

But there was little change in the opportunities for fellowship. The Marathon Bridge
group announced their annual champions. We continued to invite our Parkway House friends
to our Christmas music meeting. Rain or shine, we enjoyed the splendid BBQ at the Balys
estate. Members got to know each other at the house dinner parties. And certainly the
fellowship in working on the Mums and golf fundraisers strengthened friendships. Aware
that we were seeking younger members from the business community as well as retirees
seeking fellowship and a way of being useful, we carried on a mixed program of invited
speakers on contemporary topics and career talks by the members.

Why are we celebrating the 6th decade?  We held our membership total to the high
90s, recruiting new members and more women. We welcomed a new inspiring youth
program, Dictionay4Life, while an active Interact club at Woodroffe High School replaced
the one at Merivale, which folded in 2014. We established a new proper website, digitized
the 50 anniversary volume and approved the creation of our own club foundation. West
Ottawa gave $120,000 to The Rotary Foundation on its centenary, and our four fundraisers
brought in over $80,000 for our community and international projects. Russ Hicks
orchestrated another new club into the district, the Rotary Club of Orleans. Our local
community programs helped to change the lives of individuals and small groups; those in
Africa affected positively the very livelihood of communities. Each of these accomplishments
in the ten years is worthy of celebration.

We set aside a day in the last year of the sixth decade for an evening of festivity, of
entertainment and perhaps some nostalgia, where we invited friends and families, former
club members, supporters and benefactors, to salute the 60 years of success. The evening
was intended to demonstrate that our spirit of service and fellowship is undiminished and
that we look to the new members, indeed half of the club, who joined during the decade, to
form the leadership in the next few years.
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DICTIONARY4LIFE – The gift of Literacy
        Linda M. Flynn

In June, 2010 I found myself wandering the aisles of
the RI Montreal Convention House of Friendship looking for a
new project for my presidential year.  Lo and behold, as I
walked down one aisle I came across a beautiful, brightly
coloured booth with copies of a gorgeous, illustrated
dictionary laid out for perusing.  I stopped and chatted with
the Rotarian behind the booth and he quickly introduced
himself as Colin Bryant of the Rotary Club of Battersea,
Brixton and Clapham and the founder of the Dictionary4Life
(D4L) program. He gave me a copy to take back to my hotel
to see if it may be of interest to our club. Well, I could not
put the book down.  So excited I was to share this with
fellow Rotarians Joan (then current President) and Douglas
Heyland. They also thought it a great idea to bring back to
the club.

After the Community Service and
Youth committees reviewed the project
and compared it to several other
dictionary options, they recommended the
project be approved. In December 2010,
the Board approved the purchase of 240
books to be given to Carleton Heights,
Pinecrest and Agincourt public schools. We
already had a working relationship with
them as they are 4-WayTest schools.
Funding of these books became even
easier with a $1250 grant from the
Ottawa Citizen Literacy Fund and Raise a
Reader program.

The overall purpose of the project
is to provide a gift of a Dictionary4Life
(D4L) to Grade 3 youth in Ottawa schools
and youth in homework clubs.

A new club committee was formed,
Dictionary4Life, to oversee and manage
the project.  This committee also
supported me taking on the District
Literacy Chair after Bill Robinson of
Nepean-Kanata stepped down.  For this
new role the committee developed a 3-5
year strategic plan for both our club and
the District.  This served us well as I
entered my 3rd year in the District. The
vision for the club plan is to enhance the
Dictionary4Life project within our club and
expand the project from Ottawa area
clubs to other clubs in the District.

To support that vision we agreed:

1. To increase our club efforts in support
of local literacy.

2. To encourage other clubs to support
local literacy by using the
Dictionary4Life as a new project.

3. To encourage ourselves and other clubs
to enhance or augment or strengthen
their local literacy projects with, for
example, Ottawa Reads, book
donations.

4. To offer overall management of the
expansion of the Dictionary4Life
project to other District clubs.
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This meant at the District level, we would:

1. Make available the D4L project to
District 7040 clubs as a new project
option for supporting literacy.

2. Make available the D4L project as a
way to augment or strengthen District
7040 clubs’ existing literacy projects.

3. Develop a literacy network within the
District.

4. Offer support, as needed, with other RI
Literacy Project Guide ideas.

The committee also created
Guidelines for the project so that it can be
delivered uniformly across all Rotary
clubs. This has been a very effective tool
for other clubs.

Fast forward to today, six years
later, there are 13 clubs in the District
involved in the project in over 30 schools
including Prescott, Cornwall, Napanee,
Montreal-Lakeshore, Kingston in addition
to across Ottawa, Kanata & Stittsville.

And WOW! What a rush it is to take
the dictionaries into schools and see all
the smiling faces and enthusiasm for the
book!  It is always a good day to be a
Rotarian when you are giving out
Dictionary4Life.

PAUL HARRIS

The world’s first service club, the Rotary Club of Chicago,
Illinois, was formed on 23 February 1905 by Paul P. Harris, an
attorney, who wished to recapture in a professional club the same
friendly spirit he had felt in the small towns of his youth. Rotary’s
popularity spread throughout the United States in the decade that
followed. In 1910, the organization became global with the
formation of the Rotary Club of Winnipeg, and in 1912 the
Winnipeg club became the first Rotary club to be officially chartered
outside the United States. By 1921, Rotary clubs had been formed
on six continents and the name Rotary International was adopted a
year later.
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2007 - 2008
paul salvatore

Board of Directors:  Alan Bowles, Doug Rowlands (sec),
Dave Morton (treas), Ken Murray, Dave Ireland,
George Grande, Jean Bégin, Gaye Moffett

Paul shared the results of his questionnaire from the report compiled by Alan Bowles,
noting that the club had two major fundraisers in the fall that competed for manpower.  The
survey showed that each had its own set of supporters.  Members supported the Cash
Calendar activity because it netted the most money. Others volunteered for the Mums
campaign because it afforded better opportunities for fellowship.

Paul was focussed on management, taking a strategic view concentrated on
membership.  Alan Bowles organized a half-day strategic planning session, which was
facilitated by a management consultant. The session identified four major issues: How to
target recruitment; How to increase overall participation in club activities; How to restart
youth programs; How to achieve a better relationship between fundraising and service
activities.  Possible actions were identified for consideration.

Following a recommendation from the New
Members Committee, chaired by Bryon Milliere, to
hold a Visitors Day, Linda Flynn led a group who
organized an evening at the Royal Ottawa Golf
Club.  A report from the Membership Retention
Committee, chaired by Dirk Keenan, went to the
Board for review and action.

Dan Crone, the club lyricist, was made an
Honourary Life Member, and Jean Bégin, Doreen
Ide and Andrew Young received Paul Harris awards.
Rotary International recognized the ABCs of Fraud
program as a Significant Project. The club social
activities included the annual BBQ, the Christmas
music program and the Voyageurs weekend.
                                        (Alan Bowles)

Ying Yi Liu, who goes by the name Awater,
a Cultural Exchange Student from Taiwan,
presented President Paul with a banner
from his home club
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OTTAWA ROTARY HOME RESPITE CARE CENTRES

The Ottawa Rotary Home is a registered charity supporting families raising a child,
youth or young adult with a physical disability or complex medical needs by providing short-
term respite care. The original Home, located on Rochester Avenue, was opened in 1982 and
was the first care provider of its kind in North America.  Led by local Rotarians, with the
ultimate goal of keeping families strong, and to provide quality-of-life for individuals with
disabilities and their care-givers, it has proudly served as a model for respite care programs
across the continent and remains a leader in the field.  The Rochester campus has now been
converted to provide permanent residential care for eight adults with disabilities.

In January 2009 a second Rotary Home campus was opened on Bank Street at
Leitrim on a five-acre plot donated by West Ottawa Rotarian Keith Halpenny (now deceased)
and his family.  This state-of the-art 18,000 square foot facility is bright and spacious and
remains the only provider in Eastern Ontario of ‘out-of-home’ care for children, and includes
a separate wing for young adults; a ‘dream-come-true’ for area families.  Rotary Clubs in the
Ottawa region contributed $700,000 for construction and individual Rotarians donated
another $1.4 million (including the property) – with $80,000 provided by our club. Since
2010, we have also funded a $25,000 outdoor ‘splash-pad’ and provided an additional
$28,500 for adult operations.  Unfortunately, just when the 8-bed adult unit opened in 2009,
provincial funding for adult respite care changed dramatically and only 250 nights could then
be offered. Now, thanks to local Rotary Clubs, other community assistance, as well as
private funding from families benefiting from a new provincial ‘passport’ program, the adult
wing is operating at better than a 70% occupancy rate.

Since 2010, some 10 area Rotary Clubs and two Rotaract Clubs have donated more
than $100,000 in support of adult respite care – and 133 Rotarians, including several West
Ottawa members, have served as Directors on The Rotary Home Board and/or the Rotary
Home Foundation Board.

In August 2016, a new $100,000 outdoor safe play area for ‘children-of-all-abilities’,
dedicated to the memory of Keith Halpenny, was officially opened at the Leitram campus –
funded in large part by Mrs. Sue Halpenny and a Provincial ‘Trillium Grant’ of $50,000.
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Rotary Home Community Recognition Awards

 A leader in the provision of respite care, the 2008 United Way Community Builder Award;
 The 2010 Ottawa Chamber of Commerce Not-for-Profit Organization of the Year Award;
 In 2012, ranked in the top three of the Community Foundation of Ottawa’s video
showcase contest.

A Shelter on the Mountain is the readable story of the first 15 years of the Ottawa
Rotary Home, written by Brian Hartley who served on the Board of Directors and the Building
Committee.  "For Rotarians, the Home is an inspiring example of how their service club can
recognize a pressing need in the community and implement a highly effective response to
that need." To the families, "the organization extends security, dignity, friendship and
compassionate responses to their physical and emotional needs."

                                                                          (Doug Rowlands)

Rotary International (RI) – Founded 1905

Motto:
Service Above Self

Mission Statement:
The mission of Rotary International is to provide service to others,

promote integrity, and advance world understanding, goodwill,
and peace through its fellowship of business, professional,

and community leaders.

The Rotary Foundation (TRF) – Founded 1917

Motto:
Doing Good in the World

Mission Statement:
The Mission of The Rotary Foundation is to enable Rotarians

to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace
through the improvement of health, the support of education,

and the alleviation of poverty
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TED FERRIER
March 5, 1930 - February 8, 2012

Ted Ferrier joined the Rotary Club of West Ottawa in January 1977.  As the owner
and president of Pathfinder Systems Design Limited, located in Westboro, his classification
was "Office Furniture".  For more than 30 years, Ted made a truly significant contribution to
the work of the club.

Ted served as club president in the 1987-88 Rotary year. One of the highlights of this
year was his inspired introduction of Partner's Day - a club meeting to which members were
encouraged to invite their spouses or partners.  Every meeting that falls on the fifth Tuesday
of a month is designated as Partner's Day. This continuing practice has enriched the
fellowship and enhanced the involvement of spouses and partners in club activity.

Ted was a leader in one of the club's most significant projects - the Belair Community
Project.  Motivated by the tragic death of a toddler in a low-income, high-crime rental
complex, Ted explored opportunities for West Ottawa Rotary to help improve conditions in
the complex and played a key role in forming a partnership with the Carlington Community
Health Centre to establish and operate a small community centre which grew to provide a
comprehensive set of programs.  Ted was prominent in getting a new playground built in the
complex and was an active "hands-on" volunteer, playing Santa Claus for several years.

The Belair Community Project became the first Rotary Community Corps Project in
Canada and its impressive success and the impact on the residents of this disadvantaged
community were recognized locally and internationally, receiving local awards and being
featured in The Rotarian.

Ted was active in another major club undertaking, the ABCs of Fraud, being deeply
involved from its inception.  He became its chairman in 2002 and under his leadership, the
program expanded to Brockville, Halifax and Kingston.  An effective partnership was forged
with the Ottawa Police and Rotary's profile in the community significantly enhanced.

Ted was a generous
supporter of the Rotary Centennial
Playground, opened in 2003 as a
joint venture by Ottawa Rotary
clubs. Ted and his wife Lois
commissioned a prominent local
artist to create a statue to
symbolize the park's objective.
This beautiful statue stands as a
centre piece in the park.

Ted received his first Paul
Harris Award in 1990 and sub-
sequently four more to recognize
his contribution to the work of his
club and of The Rotary Foundation, Russell Ferrier    Lois Ferrier       Ted Ferrier          Linda Flynn
of which he is a Benefactor.  In 1999, Ted received the Lloyd Loynes Award for Volunteer
Service, presented to a club member for outstanding hands-on service in support of Rotary
and the community. The club recognized his extraordinary commitment to the ideal of
Service Above Self in 2010 by conferring on him an Honoured Life Membership.
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2008 – 2009
alan bowles

Board of Directors:  Joan Heyland, Peter Gilman (sec),
Dave Morton (treas), Ed Balys, Jean Bégin, Gaye Moffett,
Cletus Peters, Joe Wattie, Linda Flynn

This was a great year to be club president: so many good things happened.
Internationally, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation awarded a Challenge Grant to The
Rotary Foundation’s Polio Plus campaign.  The Foundation donated $235 million USD on the
condition that Rotary International would raise during the upcoming two years $100 million
USD in new funds. This act re-invigorated the drive to eradicate polio.

Locally, years of fund-raising effort culminated in the opening of the new Ottawa
Rotary Home in Leitrim.  After R.I. President-Elect John Kenny did the honours we hosted
him with other key participants for our traditional lunch style with piper Doug Heyland
leading the VIP parade to their seats.  Three high commissioners attended as did members
of many clubs in District 7040.  And were we politically correct: we sang the U.S. and British
anthems as well as the bilingual version of O Canada. The club received the R.I. Presidential
Citation.

Russ Hicks led the establishment of the Rotary Club of Orléans after much
preparation and leadership with the prospective Rotarians.  West Ottawa, as the sponsoring
club, hosted its formation meeting as a joint evening meeting at the Travelodge Hotel.  Later
that year at a club meeting, DG Peter Bashaw read a letter of commendation to Russ from RI
President Dong Kum Lee.

At the club level, we found a newsworthy project, thanks to quick action by Jean
Bégin, Jack Troughton, Ed Balys and Dave Morton.  The plight of a woman who was unable
to take her severely disabled daughter out of their house for want of a ramp for her
wheelchair was reported in the Ottawa Citizen. We offered to oversee the construction of the
ramp and manage the donations.  The project was news for about three weeks, with the
Citizen sourcing over $10,000 from its readers.

Paul Salvatore resolved the club’s errant project in Kenya.  Books had been collected
the previous year by Carleton University students and shipped by West Ottawa for students
at the Kimathi Institute of Technology in Nyeri, Kenya. After shipment, the project went sour
following a change of government in Kenya, leaving the container on a Mombasa dock.    The
Nairobi Rotary Club, our partner, turned out to have no interest in the project, and the
Technology Institute lost interest as a result of the new political direction.  It cost us $3,000
to be released from liability for the container, its contents and their storage on the docks,
their removal and disposal, as well as from future liabilities.  This amount was thought to be
a bargain considering our exposure.

All four major fundraisers (Cash Calendars, Mums for Thanksgiving, Music for
Humanity and the Golf Tournament) achieved record high revenues.
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The previous Rotary year the Board had received a report from Dirk Keenan, chair of
the Membership Retention Committee, to change the culture of the club, which had become
less friendly. Dirk's thoughtful and thought-provoking collection of proposals and suggestions
was grouped under three themes:  a) Enjoying Rotary more, b) Celebrating and supporting
new members, and c) Putting fun back into FUNdraisers.

The use of announcements from the podium was a particular concern so the club
made an effort to use them sparingly.  Among other initiatives, I brought back the popular
President’s Rose recognition (29 awarded) and introduced the use of PowerPoint
presentations for the president’s reports to the club.  The overall result was to help the club
to be happier and friendlier.

The policy governing club make-ups, which was controversial among some senior club
members, was approved and implemented, making it easier to achieve 100% attendance.
Chris Wanna formed a new committee on the club archives.

The Centennial Playground for Children of All Abilities, opened in 2005, has met the
intentions of all Rotarians.  Children have come to play there from all over the city and
beyond. Rotarians have received praise from families, some declaring it is the best
playground in Ottawa. In 2008, the Water Play Area was renovated and equipped with spray
spouts, a tower-shower facility and a water slide.

Sadly, PP Ed Quipp and well-respected member Bill Coombs passed away, while Dirk
Keenan and Dave Ireland resigned.  On the brighter side, I inducted Don Butler and three
others, including the club’s first openly gay member.

During my first three years as a Board member, I noticed a lot of time being wasted
owing to wheel-reinventions as a result of lost information on how and why things were
done.  The club information amassed was expanded and formalised the following year.

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise

and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for
service.

SECOND:  High ethical standards in business and professions; the
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and the
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to
serve society.

THIRD:  The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s
personal, business and community life.

FOURTH:  The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and
professional persons united in the ideal of service.
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MUSIC FOR HUMANITY

The first Musical for Humanity, a concert featuring
local musical graduates, took place in 2003 in the First
Unitarian Congregation and concerts have been held there
annually. With a few exceptions, proceeds from this
fundraiser have been directed to the RI Polio Eradication
campaign ("PolioPlus").

In 2014, a new set of performers, Stellae Boreales,
was added through the efforts of University of Ottawa coordinator Adam Cicchiliitti, a Stellae
Boreales alumnus. Stellae Boreales is the performance violin choir of the Ottawa Suzuki
Strings. Members range in age from 11 to 17, and most have been studying the violin since
age four or five. Many of them have had the honour of performing with Maestro Pinchas
Zukerman and the NAC Orchestra.

The set of performances was expanded again in 2016 with OrKidstra as well as the
senior and graduate music students of the University of Ottawa Music Department together
with the Violin Ensemble Stellae Boreales. OrKidstra is a social development program for
children aged 5 to 18 living in under-served areas of Ottawa. OrKidstra provides children
from low-income families with free group and individual music lessons and the chance to
learn important life skills such as respect, compassion, teamwork, and responsibility through
playing and singing together.  Another addition in 2016 was the recruitment of the renowned
CBC radio announcer Laurence Wall to serve as Master of Ceremony.

The 2017 concert continued with the amazing performances by Adam Ciochillitti,
Steve Cowan, Edana Higham, Kelsey G. Julian Berlina, Alex Bougie and Hanna Williamson.
The Velvet Brass from the Ottawa Youth Orchestra Academy played the finale of the concert
at this year’s Music for Humanity, which raised a net of over $3,000. With the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation matching the funds 2:1, $6,000 will be available to help eradicate
polio.

Music for Humanity is expected to continue successfully for many years providing
good music, valuable experience in public performance for the student musicians, and
support for global polio eradication. (Larry Chop)

Music for Humanity curtain call 2017
The Rotary Club of West Ottawa thanks students from uOttawa and the Ottawa Youth Orchestra Academy
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THE ABCs of FRAUD PROJECT
Bud McGinnis

The Rotary Club of West Ottawa first learned of this program when Bill Lyttle and his
partner from Toronto spoke to our club in July, 1999.  At that time seniors, 65 and older,
were identified as primary targets for fraudsters and scam artists.  The Program they
described was developed in 1996 by the Volunteer Centre of Toronto and was designed to
Fraud Proof seniors.  In 1998, Scotiabank agreed to fund it on a national basis.  We were
impressed with the concept of seniors helping seniors and felt such an undertaking would fit
well as an inexpensive, hands-on, Community Service Project.  Accordingly, PDG Doug Van
Alstine, who had been instrumental in arranging for the speakers, and Gerry Greene, a local
Scotiabank manager, were asked to do an initial investigation.  After meeting with Robin
Haley-Gillen, the ABCs of Fraud National Coordinator in Toronto, they reported that the
Program fully merited our consideration.

The proposal was enthusiastically endorsed by the Board and the general member-
ship of the club.  We established a larger committee to poll local organizations that might be
affected, including the Ottawa Police Service, the Better Business Bureau, the RCMP, and
seniors’ organizations.  In all cases the reaction was positive and, encouraged to proceed,
we contacted the ABCs of Fraud offices in Winnipeg and St John’s and the Toronto Volunteer
Centre to get their views.  All responses being positive, the club granted its approval and in
the fall of 2000 we asked to be included as the Ottawa Chapter of the “Scotiabank Fraud
Awareness Program: the ABCs of Fraud.”

We signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Volunteer Centre of Toronto
and  submitted a proposed budget to Scotiabank.  By March, 2001, we were fully accepted
into the Program despite some concern about a service club's ability to manage it. We
recruited volunteers, established a date for the training session and arranged for Robin
Haley-Gillen to do the training. On May 12th, seventeen Rotarians, representing three clubs,
convened at the Sheraton Hotel for the one-day session.

Three days after the second training session in September, Joan Kaybayama
(Nepean-Kanata) and Bud McGinnis (West Ottawa) made the first presentation to an
audience of 40 at the Unitarian Church, including four participating Rotarians as observers.
Since then, local personnel have conducted training sessions on an “as needed” basis to help
new recruits develop competence and confidence.

To permit easy access to the Program, we established an ABCs of Fraud telephone
number and answering service.  Callers wishing a presentation simply called and left their
request.  Throughout the life of the Program, PP John Kersley, an unsung hero, was the first
Rotary voice heard by people requesting a presentation. John picked up each message,
called back to confirm and passed the information to the ”Program Coordinator” who
verified the details, assigned  a presentation team and made sure they hsd the banners and
other necessary supplies.  Over the life of the Program, seven West Ottawa Rotarians served
in this capacity - Bud McGinnis, Jack Buchanan, Ted Ferrier, Linda Flynn, Fred Christie, Linas
Pilypaitis and Art Saper.  Ted Ferrier, who took over in November, 2002,  provided the
protocol for effectively managing requests. In addition, through his enthusiasm, energy,
encouragement and assistance, the Rotary Club of Halifax accepted responsibility for the
ABCs of Fraud Program in that city.  In 2007, he helped the Rotary Club of Kingston develop
a satellite Program under the West Ottawa umbrella.

Although we had already made 14 presentations and spoken to 400 people, it wasn’t
until March, 2002 that we formally introduced the ABCs of Fraud program to residents of the
city.  We established a committee   (Julia Brady, George Chaiban, and Orm Tye) to organize
and promote the official launch.  Scotiabank personnel in Toronto helped with advertising
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and promotion and a press release was sent to all local media outlets – TV, radio, and print.
Politicians from the three levels of government attended, including one federal MP.  Two
vice-presidents and a bank manager from Scotiabank were present. The Ottawa Police
Service was represented by Staff Sergeant Maurice Coyle, and two others from the Fraud
Squad. Representatives from about twenty seniors’ organizations rounded out the guest list.
The event was scheduled to be an extension of the regular Rotary meeting with finger foods
and drinks first, followed by the Rotary luncheon. Staff Sergeant Barry Elliott, founder of the
OPP Phone Busters group in North Bay, was the guest speaker. Film clips of several
interviews appeared on three TV stations that evening.

For several years, beginning in 2002, we were invited to make presentations at the
Mature Lifestyles and Leisure Show sponsored by Forever Young at the Congress Centre.  It
was a wonderful way to advertise our Program.  For thirteen years, almost monthly, articles
were published on frauds and scams under the “ABCs of Fraud” byline, first in Forever Young
and latterly in Young at Heart.  During that interval, other community newspapers such as
the Nepean Weekender and EMC helped get our message out to their readers.  All articles
were authored by Bud McGinnis.

Audience size ranged from 15 upward; on two occasions there were over 250.  The
structure of a presentation varied according to the presenters. Initially we used
professionally prepared VHS tapes that showed how professional crooks took advantage of
honest seniors. Over time it became apparent that simple skits performed by the presenters
themselves had greater impact.  Irrespective of audience size, or the different presenters,
the same information was delivered.  Items such as “Why are seniors preferred targets? And
what are some of the Red Flags warning of problems?”  And of course reminders such as: “If
it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.  Think about it, talk it over with family or
friends, don’t be rushed into a decision!  What stranger is likely to give you a fortune for
doing nothing except sending him/her a cash deposit?  Never send cash to a stranger with
the promise of handsome rewards! Shred all personal documents before discarding.  Protect
all PINs from prying eyes when paying accounts or using ATM".

Under the guidance of Fred Christie, the Project set up an information booth in the
Friendship Centre at the RI Conference in Montreal (2010). It attracted more than 200
visitors and about a third of them requested more information.  Accordingly, we prepared an
electronic version of the ABCs of Fraud manual along with guidelines for its use.

When Joan Heyland, our original Secretary, resigned in the spring of 2009, Iris
Bradley, a member of the Bytown Club, and a long time presenter, took over and served
most effectively in that role until the Project was terminated.

This Project began with fewer than
25 trained volunteers from three local
clubs.   More than 60 Rotarians from seven
clubs contributed to its success.  Almost 15
years after the first presentation, the final
one was delivered on March 9, 2016, by Len
Baird and Clive Talbot to an audience of 50
at the Sikh temple in Ottawa. During the life
of the Project, there had been 526
presentations, a total audience in excess of
23,000, and Rotarians had devoted more
than eleven person years to the Project.

DG Linda Bradley, Pres. Andrew Young, Ted Ferrier, Bud McGinnis
In 2007, RI recognized this Project by granting its ”Significant Achievement Award” to

our club. Four members of the Rotary Club of West Ottawa served during the entire life of
the Project - Len Baird, John Kersley, Bud McGinnis and Chris Wanna.
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Members of the Ottawa Police Service contributed hundreds of volunteer hours, They
participated in many of our presentations, providing a level of credibility otherwise
unattainable.  They kept us updated on frauds and scams in the region and participated in
monthly meetings and training sessions. In recognition of their strong support and
encouragement, the club conferred its “Family and Community Service Award” on the
Ottawa Police Service in 2009. President Joan Heyland made the presentation to Police Chief
Vern White at their Elgin Street Headquarters in September, 2009.

Frequently, at the conclusion of a presentation, someone would come up and say,
“Thanks for coming, you told us some things we didn’t know but more importantly, you
reminded us of the dangers out there.” These remarks were truly gratifying. And throughout,
presenters were faced with a balancing act. We didn’t want audience members to become
paranoid, afraid to take a phone call or open the door, but we did want them to develop a
healthy skepticism regarding frauds and scams and any offer that sounds “TOO GOOD TO BE
TRUE”.

Big changes have occurred over the past 16 years.  First, much more publicity is now
given to this type of crime by the news media than when the Project was initiated.  Second,
today’s senior is computer literate. Since the Internet is used extensively by these criminals,
seniors remain an attractive target group. Third, because of the simplicity, economy, reach,
anonymity and effectiveness of the internet, the susceptible audience is much greater than
just the seniors’ cohort.  Indeed, losses to fraudsters and scam artists by people forty and
under now exceed losses by seniors. Nevertheless, we believe it has achieved its original
objectives. It alerted many seniors to frauds and scams in our community, it promoted the
Rotary name in the city, and helped generate cooperation among local Rotary Clubs.
Accordingly, it has served the club and the community well.  Moreover, those of us who have
been involved have truly enjoyed the experience.

Russ Hicks, Warren Creighton, Bob Harrison, Iris Bradley, Frank Cranton, Linda Flynn, Bud & Gladys McGinnis,
Linas Pilypaitis, John Kersley, Fred Christie, Joan Heyland, Alan Bowles, Len Baird
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     2009 - 2010
 joan heyland

Board of Directors:     Linda Flynn,  Peter Gilman (sec),
Dave Morton (treas),  Jean Bégin, Gaye Moffett,
Graeme Fraser, Cletus Peters, Denzil Feinberg

I began my year as president with enhanced enthusiasm for Rotary as a result of my
attendance at the RI Convention in Birmingham, England. It reinforced my view that all West
Ottawa incoming presidents should experience a Rotary International Convention.

The Rotary International theme for the 2009-2010 year was The Future of Rotary is in
Your Hands.  West Ottawa hands were very busy giving enthusiastic, effective service at
both the community and international levels. We had successful outcomes from six
fundraisers: ShelterBox ($5,000+), Golf ($8,800), Mums for Thanksgiving ($30,000) Rotary
Calendar ($35,000), Music for Humanity ($3,400) and a B&B and Inn Tour ($4,200). In
addition we received three special donations toward our club programs, one from a grandson
of former member Tom Glynn, another from a former Ambassadorial Scholarship winner
hosted by John Martin, and one from the widow of former member Hal Wilson.

We began a relationship with Winthrop Court, a social housing development in the
west end through helping at the homework club. We continued our exceptional contribution
to seniors in the community through talented presentations by the ABCs of Fraud committee.
We gave our final contribution of $25,000 to the Ottawa Rotary Home for a total of $75,000
over three years. The Rotary Centennial Playground, a project led by West Ottawa, was
completed and formally handed over to the city. The club indicated its intention to support
the project s.t.e.p. (support-treatment-education-prevention) in the  construction of a
residential treatment centre for youth suffering from alcohol and drug addictions. In total,
$68,000 was granted to individuals, groups and institutions in the Ottawa community. There
was a tremendous response both as a club and through individual members to the Haitian
earthquake crisis through the provision of ShelterBoxes and contributions to the Red Cross.
Moreover, on the international scene $26,500 went to World Community Service projects in
Africa, Central America, and the Caribbean.  We contributed $12,000 to The Rotary
Foundation, $4,000 of it for PolioPlus.

We acquired five new members Wilmer Pulido, Sarvesh Upadhyaya, Brian Hartley,
Linas Pilypaitis and Michael Swift, of whom two were under the age of 35, a start to
rejuvenating the membership.  Bob Butcher was given Honoured Life Member status. We
were very saddened to lose three Honoured Life Members, Hal Wilson, Ed Hogg and Cliff
Simpson.

As an attempt to get back into the Youth Exchange program, we co-hosted Vanessa
Lopez from Equador with the South Nepean Rotary Club.  Candidates were sponsored for
both the District RYLA and the International RYLA. We assisted students volunteering
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abroad, continued our 4-WayTest Awards in six elementary schools and gave scholarships at
West Carleton High School and Carleton University.

Administration of the club was enhanced by revision of the Club Bylaws and the
preparation of two manuals: a Policy and Procedures manual and a President-Elect’s manual.

Our weekly meetings featured a balance of speakers between Rotarians giving
classification talks or reporting on Rotary projects and members of the local or international
community.  Several highlights were Ed Broadbent; the Group Study Exchange Team from
India; Geoff Green, founder of Students on Ice; the Ambassador of Israel to Canada; Alan
Rock, President of the University of Ottawa; and Police Chief Vern White.

Rotary should never be all work and no play.  We had several opportunities over the
year for fun and fellowship.  These included a Golf Day in Arnprior in August, Voyageurs
week-end at Camp Misquah near Gracefield, Quebec, in early September, Night at the Races
in November, a multi-club Valentines Dance in February, and our annual BBQ held for the
first time at the lovely country estate of Ed and Anne-Marie Balys.  Several members also
enjoyed each other’s company while volunteering for the Salvation Army Christmas Bell
Ringing campaign and the Ottawa Race Weekend in May.

We sent large delegations to both the District Conference and the District Assembly
and took advantage of a marvelous opportunity to be part of the RI International Convention
held in Montreal in June.  Twenty-eight members (35% of our membership) and fifteen
partners attended the Convention and/or volunteered.  Our club sponsored and organized,
under the leadership of Jack Troughton, a hospitality event at the McCord Museum for some
200 convention guests.

It was a privilege to be President of West Ottawa in such an exciting year.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS

The oldest Rotary Foundation program, Foundation Fellowships, began in 1947 with a
million dollars donated by Rotarians on the death of founder Paul Harris.   These fellowships
grew over time into the Ambassadorial Scholarship program with the purpose of fostering
peace and understanding through person-to-person contact, friendship, study and cross-
cultural exchange.  Over 60 years nearly 40,000 students from 100 nations studied abroad.
Our District 7040 was an active participant in this program for many years, offering one or
two scholarships a year. An early winner from West Ottawa was Kanina Holmes who studied
in the UK in 1991.  A later winner from our club was Sue Kolloru in 2003 who studied in the
United States. In addition to proposing applicants, several club members served as
counsellors for scholars from other countries studying in Ottawa. The program was
terminated in 2009.

The current program of Global Grant Scholarships was piloted by the Rotary
Foundation for three years beginning in 2010.   District 7040 awarded its first Global Grant
Scholarship for study in 2013-14 and has continued to offer one scholarship each year.  Each
candidate must be sponsored by a Rotary Club. The scholarship is up to US$30,000 for one
year of study abroad at the Master’s level. West Ottawa has sponsored candidates for this
scholarship each year and intends to do so.

The Rotary Peace Fellowship program has been in place for over a decade and District
7040 has been offering this Fellowship since 2002.  Currently 50 Rotary Peace Fellowships
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are offered worldwide for Master’s level study at one of five Rotary Centers for International
Studies in Peace and Conflict Resolution that operate in partnership with six leading
universities in Australia, England, Japan, Sweden and the United States.  In addition, a
three-month Professional Development Certificate is offered at a sixth university in Bangkok,
Thailand for which 50 Fellowships are available.  These are designed for people with some
professional experience in international relations or peace and conflict resolution.    District
7040 has had nine Fellowship winners including Sarah Angus, sponsored by our club, in
2014.  (Joan Heyland)

THE NORMAN E. CAMERON / WEST OTTAWA ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP

Norm Cameron, a respected Rotarian and charter member of the club, had a long
concern for young people and their education and believed in supporting bright youngsters
entering the field of business who also contributed to the betterment of the community.

Established in 2001, this scholarship is awarded annually to an outstanding student in
the final year of the MBA program. The student will have demonstrated involvement in
campus or community activities and will be selected by the Dean of Graduate Studies and
Research. In 2008, the fund was taken over by Carleton University and converted to an
Endowed Scholarship.

2003 - Robert Smart, Sylvie Menard 2008 - No award
2004 - Shaunk Bapal 2009 - Gregory Miskie
2005 - Kelley Love 2010 - Rebecca Des Roches
2006 - Udayan Deshmukh 2011-2015  No award
2007 - Wen Bo 2016 - Azam Abdullah Kazemiyan

THE PALLISTER AWARD

In recognition of charter member Ric Pallister's devotion to youth and education.

A scholarship to a student at West Carleton Secondary School promising to follow
a university science program.

Selected by the academic staff based on scholastic achievement, financial need and
evidence of community involvement.

                                              Award winners  2007 - 2016

2007 - Melinda Maika 2012 - Saba Samet
2008 - Emily Freele 2013 - Emma Sandstrom
2009 - Laxana Paskaran 2014 - Dyuman Das
2010 - Electra Scaarup 2015 - Sierra Beauchamp-Stephenson
2011 - Roxana Filip 2016 - Sasha Main
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The purpose of the Ambassadorial Scholarships program is to further international
understanding and friendly relations among people of different countries and geographical
areas. The program sponsors several types of scholarships for undergraduate and graduate
students as well as for qualified professionals pursuing vocational studies. While abroad,
scholars serve as goodwill ambassadors to the host country and give presentations about
their homelands to Rotary clubs and other groups. Upon returning home, scholars share with
Rotarians and others the experiences that led to a greater understanding of their host
country.

Michele Tarsilla, an Italian student, is a Rotary
International Ambassadorial Scholar sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Borgomanero-Arona in Italy.   He came to
Ottawa in 2009 to study at Carleton University and was
hosted for six months by The Rotary Club of West Ottawa.

Michele will pursue a degree on Policy and Program
Evaluation with a specific focus on impact assessment of
health and social protection projects in developing
countries. He holds a M.S. degree in International Health
and Development from the School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University (USA) and an undergraduate degree
in International Affairs and Diplomacy from Cattolica
University in Milan, Italy.  He has worked in more than 10
different countries over the last ten years and consulted on
HIV and AIDS projects at the United Nations and the World
Bank.

Like Michele, nearly 38,000 scholars from about 100 nations have studied abroad
under Ambassadorial Scholarships since the program’s foundation in 1947.  This is The
Rotary Foundation's oldest and best-known initiative and the world's largest privately funded
international scholarships program. As of now, the grants total about US$500 million.

                                                                                (Joan Heyland)
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GOLF TOURNAMENT
One of our major fundraisers, the Golf Committee organizes and runs an annual

charity golf tournament, with participants from within and outside our club. The net proceeds
are distributed to disabled, disadvantaged and underprivileged youth in the Ottawa
community.

Seventeen years ago, Ted Ferrier was approached by some breakfast members of
Moe’s legendary restaurant in Westboro to take over their annual charity golf tournament
with the thinking that Rotary was better qualified and organized to handle such an event.
Ted then approached Ken Sparks to chair the committee and 17 years later, this tournament
is still going on.

The 17th tournament was held at GlenMar Golf and Country Club in Stittsville.  While
the registrations were lower than in previous years, the net return per golfer increased,
achieved by an increase in sponsorships as well as the committee being more mature and
able to take advantage of their experience.

During the early years of this tournament, the major recipient of funds was Cystic
Fibrosis, working with their sports affiliate, 65Roses. The committee wished to have an
impact within the community, so we left Cystic Fibrosis and partnered with another local
Rotary club.   This partnership was unsuccessful and it transitioned into partnering with
another charitable organization, LiveWorkPlay, whose mandate is to get persons with an
intellectual disability into the work place. This partnership still exists, however to a lesser
extent.

This event has raised $172,845 to date.  The proceeds for 2016 were disbursed to the
following:

Rotary Club of West Ottawa’s community service
involvement with three
campership programs for disadvantaged youth
during the summer.

LiveWorkPlay.
Christie Lake Kids youth leadership programs.
A program being worked out with the Rotary Club

of Iqaluit for a youth-involved program
A donation to both Rotary International and the

Rotary Club of West Ottawa Foundation.
                                       (Ken Sparks)

     Peter Fisher      Ken Sparks      Tony Watkins
    .

Cameron Ross    Matt Shipley   Corey Butler   Chris Wanna, Jr.
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ROTARY AT WORK AT WEST OTTAWA

Rotary at Work is an initiative where Rotarians work to create employment
opportunities for individuals who have a disability while, at the same time, reap the
advantages that people with disabilities bring to their workforce.

The goal is to address the staggering unemployment rate for people who have a
disability. At the same time, Rotary at Work volunteers help to educate business
owners/operators about the benefits of becoming an inclusive employer and tapping into this
demographic.

Participating Rotary Clubs take on the role of educating their members and their
business communities about the benefits of hiring people with disabilities and the importance
of this issue in creating stronger and more vibrant communities. Including people with
disabilities in the workforce creates a more sustainable economy for a business, for a
community and for people who have a disability.

In 2012, Jen Soucy and Ken Sparks worked to have this initiative brought forward as
an official committee of the Rotary Club of West Ottawa and as a District initiative.  As of
2015, this small group of volunteers was incorporated into a larger, LiveWorkPlay Volunteer
Employment Task Force, with Rotarians from West Ottawa playing a significant role in this
endeavour.                                                            (Jen Soucy)

REMEMBRANCE DAY AT ROTARY – 2010
Piper Doug Heyland, Bud Keenan, Russ Hicks, Linas Pilypaitis, Merv Letts,

Jack Sawyer, George Grande, Joe Parkinson, Keith Fraser
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  2010 – 2011
Linda Flynn

Board of Directors:  Graeme Fraser, Peter Gilman (sec),
Joe Wattie (treas), Ken Murray, Eric Armstrong,
Cletus Peters, Denzil Feinberg

For the third time, Peter Fisher was challenged to
create a ladies version of the presidential jacket, very
successfully I might say, despite my need to keep a svelte
figure.  And I got used to Graeme Fraser referring to me as
Uber Flynn.

Two highlights, for me, were the initiation of Dictionary4Life and our club website.
The beautifully illustrated book is given to Grade 3 students. A grant of $1,250 from the
Ottawa Citizen Literary Fund and a Raise A Reader program kick-started our pilot project
with Pinecrest, Carleton Heights and Agincourt public schools. To my delight, five years later,
we are in more than 30 schools and involve 13 District 7040 clubs.  After our webmaster
Michael Sweet resigned, Hadi Mortada and I tackled ClubRunner software and created our
new website.

Fundraising: Golf tourney at Glen Mar at $125pp raised $10K; 4,000 Mums sold at
$14/plant netted our club $19K; and Calendar sales $44K.

Some Service Achievements: With our fundraised bounty, we reaffirmed our
commitment of #25K/yr for three years to the Dave Smith Treatment Centre; gave $35K to
the Rotary Home for a splash pool and swing. Other beneficiaries included support of
Canadian Cystic Fibrosis, Mountain Bike Camps, school backpacks, Youville Centre, Ottawa
Food Bank, St Joe's Shelter, Ottawa Mission, Cornerstone Emergency Shelter & Housing for
Women, Christmas Exchange and the Salvation Army (in addition to bell ringing).  Phew!

Internationally, we happily supported the inauguration of a well at Luanda Happy
School, the first of Bea Osome's goal to establish ten wells in her home African villages; the
re-building of a school and Project Chance in Muthare slum in Nairobi, Suan Cross's passion;
and Bob Harrison's' initiative, Pabrita Samaj Sewa Nepal Centre for sewing and feeding
program.

A terrible year for disasters kept Bob Harrison, our ShelterBox ambassador, busy
purchasing 13 ShelterBoxes and organizing emergency relief donations to St Lucia, New
Zealand and Pakistan.

A splendidly decorated Christmas Tree depicting Service Above Self at the Museum of
Civilization was created by an enthusiastic Jean Bégin, Suan Cross and Doreen Ide.

Too Good to be True.  Fred Christie and Iris Bradley, secretary extraordinaire,
completed an ABCs of Fraud manual.  This was sent to clubs who expressed an interest in it
at the RI Montreal Convention.
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The Rotary Foundation.  Doug Rowlands and Ron Scott somehow got us to dig deeper
into our pockets to double our goal with $209 per member donated, placing us second in
District.  Clive Talbot, our in-house tenor, conducted the Music for Humanity concert for $4K
which gained the District first place in the Bill and Melinda Gates Challenge for PolioPlus.

By underwriting the cost of the running shoes in partnership with Bushtukah (Dave
Morton), we supported Pinecrest Public School's Run Run Revolution team, featured in a
National TV documentary.

Speaking of 'in the news', Alan Bowles promoted us through press releases, TV spots,
radio interviews, events advertised in The Rotarian and a B & B article in a city-wide TV blitz.

Awards.   We proudly recognized hard working members: Paul Harris Fellows:  Bob
Harrison. Joan Heyland, Dave Morton, Andrew Young and Carol Waters. 50 Years of Service:
Len Baird, Peter Gilman and Rod Holmes. Honoured Life Member (retired): Julius Frank and
Ted Ferrier. Ruth Martin Award: Don Flynn. Lloyd Loynes Awards: Bea Osome and Suan
Cross. Family & Community Service Award: Dorothy Young (individual) and Busktukah
(organization).  Bea Osome received a Heroes in the Home Caregiver Award from the City of
Ottawa and RI President Ray Kinginsmith gave us a Presidential Citation with Distinction.

And who could forget Jack Sawyer's face on national TV at the Remembrance Day
service?  We were so proud!

Membership.  Rejuvenation continued with ten new members taking us to 90 at
year's end.  Sadly, Honoured Life Member Janet New passed away.  Rotary Visitor's Day was
initiated resulting in several younger members - Brett Brooking, Susan Diening, Mark
Sherboneau, Merv Letts and Mary Wattie - lowering our average age.  The RI Corporate
Membership Pilot Project (2011-2014) - we were one of a few clubs selected - resulted in
several Corporate Members.

Socially we horseshoed, canoed, swam, sang and ate at Voyageurs weekend;
gambled the evening away at Casino Night after dinner by Chef Phil and thanks to Mike
Traub; golfed and putted; sang Christmas songs and other lyrics with Rod and Dan and a
personal favourite, Garth Hampson singing O Holy Night; enjoyed fellowship through bridge
or dining with friends; fireside chats resurfaced. We danced at Valentines, enjoyed pancakes
and sleigh rides, bet at the Night at the Races, recalled trivia, walked for the Foundation
(raised $2K) and hiked in honour of Julia Hill, manned street closures for the Ottawa Race
Weekend and partied at the annual BBQ at the Balys estate.

Eleven members partied on Bourbon Street during the RI Convention in New Orleans.
Eric Armstrong continued a long history in representing West Ottawa in the Canada to
Scotland curling match.

We celebrated birthdays with song lyrics by Dan Crone and I sent each a personalized
e-birthday card from me.  The fondest memory was the birthday cake inscribed "Two
Grumpy Old Men" for Julius Frank's 90th and Burt Collins' 88th.

Every meeting ended with my signature, a quote.  My favourite "A hug is a great gift
- one size fits all, and it's easy to exchange".



The Sixth Decade

29

MEMBERSHIP

At the 50th anniversary, membership in the club stood at 92 and during the next ten
years, it ranged from 80 to 95. We lost 18 members to deaths. While we inducted 91, it was
disturbing that 35 of them resigned before the end of the decade. Of the 51 new members,
19 were former Rotarians or had some connection with Rotary, such as interact or having
been an exchange student, This continues to be the best source of new members

Membership drives took the form of an annual Visitors Day, which showcased the club
activities and featured talks on Rotary by new members, returned exchange students and
committee reports. These events spread the word about Rotary and attracted a few
members, but recruitment depended on follow up by those who invited them.

 The RI Corporate Membership Pilot Project, (2011-2014), allowed a company or an
association to become a club member with up to four persons as designees.  We looked on
this as an opportunity to expand the breadth of our membership by appealing to a diverse
group within the community and we expected to add appreciably to our numbers.  Initially,
seven members were enrolled from two associations, but some of the designees soon left for
other jobs.  Others lost members who converted to Associate Membership. Several couples
found it convenient to incorporate themselves and become Corporate Members to facilitate
attendance. LiveWorkPlay, the most successful of the original corporate groups, merged with
West Ottawa into the LiveWorkPlay Volunteer Employment Task Force.

At the end of the 6th decade, our membership stood at 100, which included two
Honourary Life Members (retired). It had become more diverse: a third were foreign born
from 17 countries; a quarter were women, with three lady presidents in the 6th decade.  A
third of the 51 new members came with a Rotary background including three former club
presidents. Over the 60 years, we have welcomed 528 men and women into the club,
acquainting each with the Rotary principles of service and fellowship. (Keith Fraser)

51 NEW MEMBERS IN THE 6th DECADE

Foreign Place of birth
Achihaei, Eugen Romania
Achihaei, Luana Romania
Ahluwalia, Pardeep India
Akanko, Henry Ghana
Alsaqqa, Rami Palestine
Butler, Don USA
De Witt, Caroline Trinidad
Duthie, Sabby UK
Flyazhenkova, Inna Hungary
Mann, Sucha India
Mazzola, Victor Argentine
Mushi, Adeline Tanzania
Omar, Mohamed Egypt
Pahlavani, Ali Iran
Parekh, Navin India
Redhead, Joe Antigua
Rolph, Bill USA
Sirotek, Fred Czechoslovakia
Subedi, Anup Nepal
Upadhyaya, Sarvesh India
Wellar, Keenan USA

Canadian Place of birth
Ahde, Jennifer Sault Ste Marie
Armstrong, Marcia London ON
Bell Thompson, Carol Toronto

Bronsther, Phil Ottawa
Brooks, Bruce Montreal
Brooking, Brett Minnedosa MB
Chop, Larry Kenora ON
Cranton, Frank Amherst NS
Cross, Suan Montreal
Diening, Susan Sault St Marie
Doll, Ron Southampton ON
Grande, Toni Montreal
Harrison, Bob Cornwall ON
Hartley, Brian Cambridge ON
Keenan, Dirk Ottawa
Klein, Jeremy Ottawa
Léger-Paillé, Claudette Sturgeon Falls ON
Letts, Marilyn Wellwood MB
Letts, Merv Killarney MB
Martin, Chris Montreal
Maxwell, James B. Ottawa
Miller, Roy Edmunston NB
Pilypaitis, Linas Hamilton ON
Ross, Cameron Maple Ridge BC
Shaw-Wood, Robert Montreal
Stollman, Tom Medicine Hat AB
Thomas, Ginette Ottawa
Whillans, Campbell Chatham ON
White, Melissa Pembroke ON
Wyatt, Deborah & Jennifer Calgary AB
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International service committee
Over the last decade the Rotary Club of West Ottawa has brought education to every

part of the globe in different ways. While some of the programs have been large scale,
others have not been as pervasive. In either situation, we have lifted people out of their dire
situation through our onsite projects by focusing on one or more of Rotary International's
six areas of Focus.

Suan Cross founded Project Chance Africa
Inc in 1992 in Kenya and registered it as a
Canadian Charity in 2005. It has a five-story
primary school in the Mathere slum with a current
enrollment of 410 students ranging in age from 4
to 16.  A medical clinic was opened and operated
by Gertrude's Children's Hospital so that early
diagnosis and treatment can provide a better
opportunity of acquiring knowledge and skills.
Along with the clinic's doctor, nurse and
pharmacist, Project Chance Africa retains a lab
technician, social worker, nutritionist and
administrator. Carol Waters created a sewing
activity (hygiene nappies) which the women can transfer into a business. She is now
considering a sports program for teenagers growing up in the slums of Mathere. Funding for
these programs comes from the private sector, Rotary clubs and District Simplified Grants.

Another life saving program is Bea Osome's water projects in rural Kenya.   More
than 12  potable water holes have been dug and
maintained by local people using local resources. A few
of these have been dug in Katale, an agricultural town in
the northern rift valley. The latest project, in
Esiandumba, is to provide potable water not only for the
734 students and staff of the Esiandumba Primary
School, but also the 3,000 people in the village. Once it
is completed (in May 2017), the results will be
immediate. The students can spend more productive
time at the school and their homes rather than that
fetching water some kilometres away. When Bea and
Benson, her husband, are not on site, the monitoring
committee, from the school staff and the community,
provides continuity. For the funding of her wells, they
receive donations from other Rotary Clubs, individuals
and District Simplified Grants.

Two similar
projects, in 2013 and 2015, brought about the miracle of
sight to many destitute East Indians.  Bob Harrison
obtained two different Global Grants for a total of
$63,221. The host, the Rotary Club of Kakinada, and our
club entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Cooperative Organization of the Srikiran Institute of
Ophthalmology. Intraocular lens implantation was given to
over 1,100 patients in one of the poorest areas in the
Kakinada District. By training ophthalmic technicians and
local health workers, the Institute was able to successfully
identify 1,100 cataract patients from over 4,000 potential candidates.
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Clearly, the sustainability of this project was observed in the follow-up activity when
the trained health workers visited their homes to assess the degree of "sight" and/or if
glasses were required. The entire procedure was free to the patients. The Global Foundation
for this program was leveraged with the participating Rotary clubs and Rotary International.

West Ottawa has continued
its inter-national out-reach by
financing projects initiated by our
own members and other Rotary
clubs around the world,
demonstrating that indeed one
person can make a difference.
Adeline Mushi, (known as "Mama
Mushi" in Tanzania) continues to
travel to Tanzania to bring not only
food but also a potential business
activity. With her Goats for Grannies
program, she coordinates the
purchase of Australian hybrid goats,
which usually give birth to twins.
Thus a family with "one goat" has
not only quality milk for the children
and grandchildren, but also an

income from the sale of tasty butter. Suren Gupta made a small but significant difference.
With a donation of  $1,000 to support a literacy project in India, his brother, a Rotarian in
District 3090, coordinated a literacy program for the inmates of the Central Jail in Patiala.
With his reading and writing program, he found that the recidivism of the inmates was
reduced.

The former Soviet satellites
left many people, especially
women, without the skills and
knowledge to attain funds from
government departments. With
leadership from the Lydia
Organization in Scotland, West
Ottawa entered into a partnership.
Their female leaders provided
training sessions for women in
Lithuania so that they could
confidently access government
funds for their projects. By
partnering with the Rotary Club of
Kathmandu, we donated money
over a period of years to the
Pabrita Sewa Napalese orphanage. By channeling funds to abandoned children, we were
able to provide food and clothes through Its sewing program. Two projects in the Philippines
and Swaziland illustrate how individual clubs and non-Rotarian organizations working
together use leverage offered by The Rotary Foundation. In the Philippines, a sustainable
water project for San Pedro Cuyab Elementary School with the cooperating organization,
Water Missions, accessed  $75,000 ($26,000 in kind from the Water Missions). The
international partner, the Rotary Club of Lakewood Ranch, engaged financial support from
the Fondation Coup du Coeur (Montreal), the Rotary clubs of Myers South, West Ottawa and
Sarasota along with the local schools and their municipalities.
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In 2014, a Global Grant was approved to fund construction of a dam in Swaziland at
a total cost of US$ 330,347.  Rotary contributed $ 198,000, half of which came from The
Rotary Foundation, the rest from two Rotary Districts in the USA and 12 Rotary clubs in
Canada, USA and Swaziland. West Ottawa, one of the 12 contributing clubs, contributed
US$ 5,000.  Jim Maxwell explained that the project illustrates how individual clubs, working
together, can take advantage of TRF leverage, and make their modest contributions grow
significantly.  The dam, built for Project Canaan, a farm owned by the charity Heart of
Africa, has increased production considerably through year-round irrigation and enabled
more employment and training of workers.  It has made a material improvement in the
well-being of children and adults in Swaziland.

Other projects included the help given to the orphanage on Rusinga Island in Lake
Victoria; the computer equipment to Sarvesh Upadhyaya's school in India; a water project
in a school just outside of San Salvador, El Salvador; and the donations given to Sister
Cindy, BVM with her Working Boys' Center in Quito, Ecuador.

The “mums’ fund raising activity allows the club to engage in significant health
programs beyond Canada. Over the last 10 years, this campaign provided the committee
with over $54,000.  For eight straight years, the mums’ team raised $18,000 per year.
With this strong financial base, the Manjari Sankurathri Memorial Foundation (MSMF) was
easily attracted to contribute US$12,000 for two Global Grants totaling US$63,222.  In a
similar manner, the Fondation Coup de Coeur Foundation provided our club with US$5,069
towards the Philippines Water Project During the last decade, we purchased 46
ShelterBoxes at  $1,200 for $55,200. not all from the ISC budget alone but many from
private and public donations. West Ottawa has earned a positive reputation in District 7040
and elsewhere in reaching out into the needs of other countries.

West Ottawa continues its investment in people in poorer areas in the world to make
the future brighter for them but also helping our work in eradicating the scourge of poverty.
Our present international Service chair, Navin Parekh, is pursuing a Global Grant for his
project in the Karese District, Uganda. This $36,000 will bring needed equipment such as
white canes, braces, tricycles, boots, etc. to 640 children and adults. (Bob Harrison)
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           2011 – 2012
    Graeme fraser

Board of Directors: Ken Murray, Peter Gilman (sec),
Joe Wattie (treas), Hadi Mortada, Eric Armstrong,
Bob Harrison, Brian Langill

It was a cool autumn evening in 2009 at the Heyland Estate when I met with Joan
and Linda who suggested that I follow Linda as president and that Ken Murray follow me for
his year as president. A simple and effective exercise in succession planning, one that
should be adopted each year.

Soc and Rec   All of the social events - the annual BBQ, the night at the races, the
casino night and the family visit to the sugar bush were hits this year. The Christmas
program was a highlight with Rod Holmes and Patricia Talbot hitting the ivories and we were
pleased to have Garth Hampson join us to lend his strong voice.

Program   Among the many interesting topics presented by the program committee
was one by the acclaimed author Denise Chong what she called “Egg on Mau and Chinese
Human Rights". Gerry Cammy on "Immigration - the Making of Canada", “Disappearing
Glaciers and Sea Ice” by Denis St. Onge, and a sobering talk by Dr. Truda Rosenberg and
her Holocaust story. We also heard Rendall Denley of the Ottawa Citizen and Michael
Dunlop, Chairman of the Algonquin College Board of Governors.

Membership To help with recruiting we held a new members’ day and an alumni
day with Flora MacDonald as our speaker. Among the seven new members we inducted,
bringing our membership to 81, were Jennifer Ahde, previously an exchange student with a
Sudbury club, two returning members, Jake Maarse, a charter member Fred Sirotek and our
first Corporate Members, Jennifer Soucy and Keenan Wellar of LiveWorkPlay.

The ABCs of Fraud group celebrated their 10th year of service with an event
organized by Linas Pilypaitis and Bud McGinnis, which included the mayor, the new police
chief and other police officers.

Mark Sherboneau organized a friendship visit of Rotarians from Australia. This
included a BBQ, finding host homes for the Aussies and a tour of Ottawa.  The Group Study
Exchange from Brazil praised Wilmer Pulido who volunteered to arrange their vocational
visits and also found them places to stay.

Fundraising   Our Cash Calendar project, led by Doug Heyland, raised $62,000 with
a net profit to West Ottawa of $47,000 before spreading the wealth to our partners and the
participating Rotary clubs. We presented the first of three cheques of $25,000 to the Dave
Smith Drug Treatment Centre, the main focus of our Rotary Cash Calendar campaign
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Music for Humanity helped satisfy our commitment to PolioPlus when Mike Traub
and his group raised $4,200.  Not only a fundraiser, this event gives musicians from Ottawa
U a venue to play before an audience.  From sales of his book, Sinai Surgeon, Merv Letts
raised $2,500 so that with additional contributions from members, we sent $7,300 to RI to
help fight Polio, well ahead of our goal of $5,000.  Our annual golf tournament, chaired by
Ken Sparks hit its budget of $10,000, split between Cystic Fibrosis and our community
service committee. Jean Bégin chaired a strong team in the Mums for Thanksgiving
campaign, which raised $42,000, leaving $18.000 to support our international projects,
after sharing with our partners.

Community Service  With a budget of $24,000, the community service committee
chaired by Dave Morton, considered new requests and reviewed previous projects in
determining where best our funds would make a difference. We helped support some
Ottawa organizations including the Ottawa Food Bank, the Cancer Centre Wheels of Hope
patient driving program, the Caring and Sharing Foundation, the Rotary Home, the
Westboro Youth Centre, the Friends of Hospice Ottawa and the Cornerstone Women’s
Shelter health program. We provided camperships to Camp Misquah, Camp Merrywood and
Christie Lake Camp.  Our funds helped individuals whose needs were brought to our
attention. They included tuition for a disadvantaged student, purchase of a puppy for a
terminally ill child, a bursary for a needy university student, aid for four motherless children
and a Youville Centre teen mother’s education bursary.

The International Service Committee was active and always seeking to have
their budget increased as they discovered new worthy projects. Private donations
augmented the budget when it was recognized that positive change was being made with
these funds. The committee recommended putting $1,000 towards purchase of a Shelter
Box for Somali Refugee relief. Some of the projects funded during the year included: a
secondary school scholarship in Nairobi; support for Bea Osome’s well project in Western
Kenya; the feeding program of Mother Cindy at Working Boys’ Centre in Ecuador; the club’s
share of  $2000 toward a District Simplified Grant application by Suan Cross for a clinic at a
school in Nairobi; funds for furniture and equipment to the Lydia project in Armenia; a
contribution towards a dam project in Swaziland; in El Salvador, help to the Cornwall
Sunrise RC hernia repair project and the  Queen’s University Rotaract Club for their housing
project; a donation added to a private donation to the feeding program of an orphanage in
Kathmandu;  bedding for a school in western Kenya

Public Relations  Under the capable leadership of Alan Bowles, this committee
conceived some of the most exposure this club has ever seen. Included in this were:
notices of club meetings with interesting speakers on a web site for boomers; Carol Waters
interviewed by a Your Ottawa Region reporter who posted the article as a blog,
subsequently linked to our web site; Kristy Wallace, a Your Ottawa Region reporter, wrote
an article on a guest speaker's talk; a news article on Bud McGinnis and one on the ABCs of
Fraud decennial celebration; on the CTV Morning show, Linda Flynn and I promoted our
Cash Calendar and the Dave Smith Drug Treatment Centre.

An excellent article in the Ottawa Citizen with a great picture of Bud McGinnis told
about the ABCs of Fraud. After much planning and editing, this year saw our club brochure
printed, a first class tool to promote our club.

Dictionary4Life   Children at three schools and our after school homework club
received over 240 dictionaries. For some, this is the first book they have ever owned.

LiveWorkPlay    In November, Ken Sparks saw his goal of combining LiveWorkPlay
with Rotary at Work when he helped organize an information session that included a speech
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by the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. This not only spread the word of the need to assist
mentally disabled people to integrate into the community but also helped cement a
relationship between LiveWorkPlay and West Ottawa when Jen Soucy and Keenan Wellar
joined. LiveWorkPlay complements our goal of community service and we are both better
for our new association.

Our Youth committee presented the 4WayTest awards and we sponsored a student
to RYLA.

West Ottawa contributed $150 per member to the RI Foundation, nearly $12,000,
certainly well ahead of the old annual goal of $100 per member.

Our web site was full of articles and links and photos and upcoming events and
speakers and information on our club. This proved to be a great place to direct people who
want to know more about our club. Hadi Mortada and his group were diligent in keeping this
current and the nice thing is that it pays for itself from the advertising

The archives committee, led by Michael Swift, reviewed over 50 years worth of
documents, awards and other items and cut it down to eight banker’s boxes, now securely
stored at Bushtukah. Mike developed a policy document, which defined the disposal or
retention of archival material.

My job at the podium was made so much easier by many. Jim Maxwell and Brett
Brooking looked after the visual aids and Joe Wattie assisted by having current financial
records readily available. I had great support from the board of directors. Peter Gilman, with
his four years as secretary, was an invaluable help with his grasp of details. Linda Flynn
helped prepare me for the role and her guidance and encouragement in so many ways
continued during my year.

Demographics as of June, 2017

Active members  98
Honoured Life Members (retired)  2
Women members  25
Retired members  42
Canadian born  63
Average age  71
Past Presidents  25
District Governors  3
Members from other Rotary clubs  33
First woman member:  Mary Rozenberg
First woman president:  Susan Goddard
New members in the last 10 years  51
Foreign born  37  (from 20 countries)

Antigua  1 Lebanon  2
Argentina  1 Lithuania  1
Australia  1 Nepal  1
Czechoslovakia  1 Palestine  1
Egypt  1 Romania  2
Ghana  1 South Africa  2
Hungary  1 Tanzania  1
India  5 Trinidad  1
Iran  1 UK  7
Kenya  1 USA  3
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THE PASSING OF THE VOYAGEURS

The inspired idea of our first president Carter Storr, the Voyageurs weekend of fellowship.
came to an end in 2011 after a span of 46 years.   The original simple concept of sleeping
under canvas, cooking on an open fire, exploring by canoe and telling stories around the
campfire persisted for a dozen years until a caterer member drove a refrigerated van to the
campsite and we changed our menu from hot dogs to New York sirloin steaks.

The creation of the Workitchen extended the invigorating outdoor atmosphere of the
weekend until we discovered the comfort of renting the facilities of an established camp
with electricity and cabins. The attraction of these amenities at Camp Bitobi resulted in
some more sophisticated members joining the early primitive group, while friends and
family members swelled the crowd of Rotarians for several years.  A few hardy souls
spurned the shelter of cabins and pretended to enjoy hiking and playing horseshoes and
even leaping off cliffs in Calabogie Lake.

The last Voyageurs weekend took
place at Camp Bitobi in 2010.  The
next year, the organizing
committee cancelled plans on
finding there was insufficient
interest to cover the cost of renting
the camp.  Cost may have been
the deciding factor but in the
previous years, there were signs of
a culture change. The concept of
isolation had vanished with the
advent of cell phones.  Nearby golf
courses were attractive while TV
allowed watching weekend football.
Though family and business
responsibilities had always

competed with the weekend fellowship, new younger Rotarians found better things to do.
Even the poker sessions changed, from seven card stud to Texas Holdem, which gives
players more information and is less dependent on luck. To capture something of the spirit
of those early fellowship weekends, one can peruse a spread of photos In the 50th
anniversary book also available on our website.            (Keith Fraser)
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                 Voyageurs at Camp Bitobi, 2010



Rotary Club of West Ottawa

38

THE LOTTERY CASH CALENDAR

In Rotary year 2004-05, led by President Fred Christie, a new fund-raising program
was introduced.  Under the chairmanship of Ron Scott, the club formed a project, the sales
of a Lottery Cash Calendar, as a complement to the evolving Mums for Thanksgiving
fundraiser. A cash prize would be awarded for every day of the year to justify the word
“lottery”. A thorough analysis and description of the development of the calendar by Alan
Bowles is contained in the Fifty Years of ‘Service Above Self’ – 1957 to 2007.

From the beginning, other Ottawa Rotary Clubs and community organizations
cooperated in selling the annual calendars.  Rotary partners have included the Rotary Clubs
of Ottawa, Kemptville, Ottawa Metro, Nepean-Kanata, Kanata Sunrise, Orleans, Bytown,
Carleton Place and Mississippi Mills, and South Nepean, as well as the Rotaract Club of
Ottawa. Community organizations that partnered have included elementary and high school
groups, the Ottawa Little Theatre, Capital City Chorus, the Bach Choir and Outcare. These
groups were awarded part of the sale of each calendar to support their organization’s
community work.

After reviewing the photos in the first calendars, the committee decided that the
2007 calendar would use attractive photos of the Ottawa region and that the calendar would
be larger.  It was enlarged from 8.5”x11” to 12”x11.5” and photos of the club’s activities
replaced by colourful photos of Ottawa and its environs. For 2017, the reduction to 12”x
9.5” ensured that the calendar would fit into a standard Canada Post envelope.

Photographers and organizations that have contributed photos include Rotarians Jim
Maxwell, Merv Letts, Anna Van Adrichem-Rochon and Ron Doll. Barbara Karsh, widow of
Malak Karsh, donated beautiful photos of Ottawa scenery to two consecutive calendars and
Wendy Booth contributed nature photos from the Ottawa Area for the 2012 edition. Brigitta
von Dulong, a long time professional studio photographer in Ottawa, contributed scenes of
architecture and nature for the 2013 calendar.  Husband and wife photographers Edwin and
Mary Ko Lee offered vibrant Ottawa scenes for 2014 while Pamela Skinner of the RA
Photography Club contributed beautiful photos of Ottawa icons for the 2015 calendar.
Additional photos came from the Camera Club of Ottawa, Antoine Bailey Photography,
Howard Sandler Photography, the Royal Canadian Legion, RA Photo Club, Ottawa Tourism
and the National Capital Commission

West Ottawa members were encouraged to be part of the effort to find the necessary
advertisers and sponsors. It was essential that the cost of design, printing and the prize
money would be covered by the sponsors and sales of advertisements.

In the first three years of the calendar, Ron
Scott, Paul Salvatore and Jim Maxwell chaired the
committee followed up to 2017 by Ed Balys, Brett
Brooking and Douglas Heyland. The committee
was responsible for decisions on design, cover
selection, distribution and recording sales and
allocation of the monthly photos to the sponsors.
Once all sales for the year were completed,
committee members became responsible for
drawing and recording the prize-winning numbers,
other bookkeeping tasks and mailing cheques to
the winners. These last duties were handled by
Norm Thomas, Alan Bowles, Jack Sawyer, Jack
Troughton and Joseph Redhead.
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Proceeds from the calendar sales easily met the original commitment to support the
Rotary Centennial Playground while other major contributions were made to the Ottawa
Rotary Home Foundation and the Dave Smith Youth Treatment Foundation.  The calendar
project also became the chief source of funds for the club's Community Service donations.
Other organizations benefiting from proceeds have included the Cornerstone Emergency
Shelter, Elizabeth Bruyère Foundation, Ottawa Food Bank, the Ottawa Mission, Christmas
Exchange, Salvation Army Grace Manor and Ottawa Little Theatre.

Major Contributions from Calendar Funds

Profit to West Ottawa from the sales of the first calendar (2005) was $38,000, falling
to $22,000 in 2006. Unfortunately financial returns for 2007 to 2009 are missing. Between
2010 and 2017, the number of calendars sold ranged from 3,297 in 2011 to 2,165 in 2016.
During the same period, net profits to West Ottawa varied from $52,089 in 2011 to about
$23,900 in 2017. (Brett Brooking)

Cash Calendar Sales from 2010-2017
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WEBSITE EVOLUTION

Michael Sweet, a member since 1998, set about creating and managing a club
website. He established www.rcwo.org and we found ourselves on the world wide web for
the first time. He did a wonderful job and it provided the club with a venue to begin to have
a public presence. It was a lot of work and he persevered single handed with maintaining
everything on the website.  However, changes in his job meant he had less time to devote
to the website and indeed eventually to his membership in our club.  When he resigned in
2010, despite his sharing of our website information, we lost his expertise. Coinciding with
his departure was the entry of the company, ClubRunner, to support Rotary International
globally. ClubRunner offered a possible software solution for Rotary clubs worldwide to set
up their websites. A club could have a very nice one run by club volunteers with little
website software skills at a reasonable yearly subscription price.  The volunteers needed
only to devote time and effort to take advantage of the webinars and develop a website.
Continuity of website management became a possibility allowing for volunteers to change.

Thus, www.rcwo.org underwent its first re-incarnation. Hadi Mortada agreed to take
the lead role in 2010 and Linda Flynn was keen to learn the many tools as well. The two
developed a website which has served the club well for the past seven years. Website
management support has grown with additional editors managing various aspects of the
website. Brett Brooking focussed on the overall cash calendar information with weekly
postings of calendar winners by members Alan Bowles and Joseph Redhead. Linda Flynn
introduced the Mums Project details with Andrew Young and Marcia Armstrong providing
updates in recent years. The site has lots of photos thanks to our club photographers: Larry
Chop, Inna Flyazhenkova, Campbell Whillans and Pardeep Ahluwalia. Reports from
committee chairs are added to keep the site up-to-date.

In 2016 some members of the public relations, website and photography committees
– Marilyn Letts, Marcia Armstrong, Anup Subedi, Hadi Mortada, Brett Brooking, Larry Chop
and Linda Flynn felt the time had come to revitalize the website. After a lot of
brainstorming, the group tackled the harder work of re-jigging the website. The result is a
site designed to engage the public and tell the story of our club, present and past. A photo
carousel, details of events and fundraising projects have transformed our home page. It’s
on the way to being an up-to-date reference for members, and visitors can learn about our
club with a simple click of the mouse! We now have a very engaging online presence! The
website will evolve as club activities are added and ClubRunner technology evolves.

Many of our news and events are posted on Facebook and Twitter, such as the
calendar winning numbers, guest speakers and many other events that our club hosts. We
are gaining a good audience and followers on social media networks. (Linda Flynn)
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A Change in Venue, July 2015

“I’ve grown accustomed to her look;
Accustomed to her voice:
Accustomed to her face.”

These fragments from Henry
Higgins’ song about Eliza Doolittle in the
musical, My Fair Lady, came to mind on
hearing the news in early 2015:  The
Travelodge Ottawa West was closing its
dining services and would no longer
provide luncheon meals for our club. The
hotel had been our meeting venue for 53
years, and West Ottawa Rotarians were
accustomed to the building, its location,
facilities, menus and its staff.   We had to
be out of the Travelodge by the end of
June and find a new meeting place if we
were to continue as a luncheon club.

The Board created a Venue Assessment Committee: Linda Flynn (chair), Phil
Bronsther, Joan Heyland, Jim Maxwell and Hadi Mortada, to recommend for consideration
one or two suitable venues by April 9. The decision had to be presented to the
membership for a final decision in time to contract with the selected venue, complete
relocation tasks, and be ready for members to sit down to lunch in the new venue on
July 7.

The committee developed lists of possible venues and rating criteria with the help
of many club members and others. The 21 facilities identified ranged across a broad
variety of facility types and locations. Nine criteria and six questions were established to
rate and rank the venues. The initial assessment, which involved the application of the key
criteria and visits by one or two committee members reduced the number to five.

After committee members had visited each of these venues, they interviewed the
venue managers and, after much discussion, they independently ranked the five sites. The
rankings were unanimous.

The final recommendation to
the Board provided a first and a
second choice.  The Board accepted
the first and the membership passed
a motion for approval. As a
consequence, the Rotary Club of
West Ottawa, as of July 7, 2015, has
been meeting Tuesdays at noon at
the St Elias Banquet Centre, 750
Ridgewood Ave, Ottawa. Wouldn’t it
be loverly, if the club had another
53-year run of good luck in this
venue?         (Jim Maxwell)
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

Rotary International launched POLIOPLUS in 1985, a campaign to rid the world of
polio, which then occurred at the rate of some 350,000 cases per year, and it remains a top
priority of the Foundation. In 1988 this initiative was joined by WHO, UNICEF and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has also
been a major contributor to this cause. The R.l. Annual Report for 2014-2015 shows that
only Pakistan and Afghanistan were considered polio-endemic with fewer than 40 cases
reported worldwide as at June 30th, 2015.

West Ottawa members have been hugely supportive of both the Foundation's
Annual Program Fund (APF) and POLIOPLUS campaign with overall giving as of October
2016 (from inception of both programs) totalling $455,537 U.S. For the year 2014-2015
West Ottawa contributions were $6,121 U.S. to the APF and $20, 982 U.S. to POLIOPLUS.
The Club Recognition Summary for West Ottawa in October 2016 shows the club with 81
donors and one direct donor (+11 non-Rotarian donors), 54 Paul Harris recipients, 23
Benefactors, three Bequest Society members and one major donor. (Doug Rowlands)

 PO LI O –  J une  2017

New Total

Afghanistan    1 4
Pakistan none 2
Nigeria none none
Central Africa none 4
Syria none 2

CLUB MANAGEMENT

All members are volunteers but none so industrious as the competent management
team who really keep the club operating. Doug Rowlands (2005-2008), Peter Gilman (2008-
2011), Dougie Pritchard (2011-2013) and Mary Wattie (2013-) served as club secretary
during the sixth decade, while Dave Morton (2006-2010), Joe Wattie (2010-2015), Mark
Sherboneau (2015-2016) and Hadi Mortada (2016-  ) served as treasurer. Club
photographers were ably represented by new members Larry Chop, Inna Flyazhenkova,
Pardeep Ahluwalia and Campbell Whillans. Ron Scott provided legal counsel, especially
during the forming of the Club Foundation.

After many years of round lapel badges, we modernized with smart looking
magnetized ones. The move to St Elias prompted Nigel Lever to design a customized
lockable storage cabinet on wheels, greeted with cheers from the hard working Sergeant-at-
arms team, headed in the sixth decade by Peter Gilman, Jim Maxwell, Bill Morris, Joe
Parkinson, Jack Sawyer and Fred Christie.

The Board updated the Club Constitution and By-Laws in order to remain current
with RI changes and modified the club policy on attendance makeups.  Michael Swift
produced a policy document regarding decisions on retention or disposal of archival
material.

At each luncheon meeting, eight members are designated to undertake certain tasks.
A three-month schedule is drawn up by Keith Fraser who sends rosters for the next three
weeks to remind them of their duties. (Keith Fraser)
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          2012 – 2013
       ken murray

Board of Directors: Hadi Mortada, Dougie Pritchard (sec)
Joe Wattie (treas), Bob Harrison, Chris Wanna, Brian Langill

To promote interest each week in the Rotary
magazine, I challenged the club with a quiz on what they read in the latest Rotarian. One of
the first questions was “what did RI President Sakuki Tanaka say that he had no interest
in?”  **

One of my priorities for the year was to attract new, youthful members while
encouraging others to share the workload in fundraising. The first goal was achieved
through two initiatives. One was our involvement in the RI pilot project on Corporate
Membership because seven Corporate Members were added to those joining in 2011. The
membership campaign, chaired by Merv Letts, attracted Larry Chop, Campbell Whillans,
Carol Bell Thompson and Niçole Léger, all new to Rotary, who entered into club activities
immediately.  Ron Doll and Sherry Greaves transferred from other Rotary clubs while Eugen
Achihaei came from a Rotary family.  Our Visitors’ Day, organized like a trade show to
demonstrate our service activities, included potential as well as past members. We were
sorry to lose George Grande, who retired to British Columbia.

I started sending welcome letters to new members and arranged that they receive
the same from the District Governor.

Peter Fisher organized the 4WayTest awards to seven schools, and we hosted the
winners and their teachers or parents at a meeting in September. Members supported the
Sally Ann by manning the kettles in shopping malls.

We call it Soc and Rec, which covers a lot of things. We spent an evening losing
money at A Night at the Races.  At the Christmas music program, we invited Muriel, Stan
and Steve from Parkway House for lunch to hear us sing carols, led by our enthusiastic
songsters as well as our beloved Garth Hampson.  We organized a bright, sunny trip to
Fulton’s sugar bush in mid-winter and hosted 22 Scottish curlers in the Fall.  The bridge
tournament, organized by Len Baird, ran through the winter as usual.  At the Stittsville
Trivia Night, our team came back with $500 winnings to contribute to our PolioPlus account.
The gracious hospitality of Ed and Anne-Marie Balys, after a sudden downpour, turned the
annual BBQ into a wonderful afternoon of fellowship indoors.

We matched the $1,000 TD Bank bursary in honour of Julia Hill, a past member who
died in August.  Taking advantage of having our contribution matched X3 for Hurricane
Sandy relief, we raised more than $2,000.  We were successful in having approved three
District Simplified Grants.  Our candidate, Caryn Wilson, was selected as a member of the
outbound Group Study Exchange.
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In fundraising, chaired by Jean Bégin, we sold more than 4,000 mum plants and
netted $20,300.  The golf tourney, organized by Ken Sparks, raised $11,500.  We sold just
over 3,300 calendars bringing in net revenue of $66,000 of which $16,000 went to our
community partners to help their projects, and the balance of $51,000 to our club.

The program committee, chaired by Ed Balys, came up with interesting and varied
speakers.  We heard Joan and Doug Heyland tell about their trip to the RI Convention in
Thailand; and Susan Diening’s classification talk was inspiring.  A veteran RCAF pilot spoke
about the operations of Ferry Command at our Remembrance Day service.

My term in memorable not only in the enjoyment of leading the club through a
successful year with new enthusiastic members but also for the flood, which resulted in the
Murray family renting unfamiliar quarters while renovations took place.  This also meant
that the Minto Suite Hotel got to host our final Board meeting, with the old and new Board
members and their partners enjoying the view from the 26th floor.  Rotary always did have
lofty goals.

** oragami

s p inoff

As our sixth decade unfolded, Spinoff, our bulletin, continued to report on the weekly
meetings under the same structure as previously. Rod Holmes remained as editor-in-chief
until 2014 when he turned the supervision over to Don Butler. Don would receive the copy
from the weekly editor, format the page, do whatever editing was required and email
Spinoff to all members. Rod would continue to reformat the bulletin into a foolscap page
and take the final copy to the UPS Store where 35 copies would be printed, usually on the
morning of the next club meeting. These copies of Spinoff, appearing in one of four
alternating pastel colors, were then available at the meeting for any member who wanted a
paper copy, while several would be mailed out to former members and some widows of
former members.

Spinoff tries to convey an accurate reflection of what actually transpired at a
meeting. However, it has become a wordier document than in earlier years, a more sober
interpretation of events perhaps; although some humour does creep in along with the
occasional cartoon or photograph.

Over these past ten years, some editors have stayed on throughout but fortunately
the club gained several editors along the way to replace those who either left the club or
went on to other committee work. These recent editors have added their own style to
enhance the bulletin.

A group of eight or nine each year agree to take on Spinoff duties. In the sixth
decade, the principal editors have included Jen Ahde, Alan Bowles, Don Butler, Fred
Christie, Rocco Disipio, Denzil Feinberg, Graeme Fraser, Susan Goddard, Rod Holmes, Brian
Langill, Bud McGinnis, Gaye Moffett, Ken Murray, Joseph Redhead, Cameron Ross, Robert
Shaw-Wood, Michael Sweet, Ginette Thomas, Jack Troughton and Andrew Young.

(Rod Holmes)
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MUMS for Thanksgiving

MUMs has been the club's major fundraiser
for over 20 years. Though initially supporting our
international service, it is now partly for local
projects.  Chrysanthemums are sold to friends,
business associates and others and personally
delivered the weekend before Thanksgiving.

This program began in 1996 when we sold
almost 1,000 plants at $10 for a profit of over
$1,000 shared with Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
which had helped with sales and deliveries. By
2006, we had sold over 4,000 plants with a profit of
$30,000, shared between the Stittsville and

Nepean-Kanata Rotary clubs and three charity partners, Engineers Without Borders, MADD
and the King’s Daughters Dinner Wagon (Meals on Wheels) which became one of our
strongest program deliverers.

Since then, the operation of the program has continued to evolve. While the early
leaders (Mike Traub, Jim Maxwell, Doug Rowlands, Ken Murray, Julia Brady, Carol and Brian
Waters) have continued to make valuable contributions, newer team members (Linda Flynn,
Jean Bégin, Joan Heyland, Doreen Ide, Tom Belton, John and Trudi Kersley) have taken
lead roles.

An administrative charge was applied in 2007-2009, recognizing the work of and
costs incurred by the club in selecting suppliers or services, negotiating warehouses and
planning office space, ordering plants, establishing reporting and data management
structures, arranging the logistics of the campaign and other critical tasks.

Managing the campaign in the years 2010-2013 were Tom Belton, Ken Murray, Jean
Begin and Linda Flynn. Sorting and routing was done in long sessions at members' homes
but by 2012 we were using office space in the warehouse or in meeting rooms of Knox
United and St Paul’s Presbyterian churches.  Delivery slips were sorted by day of delivery
and by 6-digit postal code into shoe boxes from which routers grouped them into reasonably
drivable delivery packages ready for mapping.

Finding a suitable warehouse each year was a priority.  Needing the space only for
the weekend before Thanksgiving, the committee located reasonable warehousing at the
City Centre and, since 2014, excellent space at Bell’s Corners United Church where pallets
of eight-plant boxes could be wheeled inside.

After drivers collected their delivery packages, they either used one of the donated
CAA maps or consulted the large wall map and planned their routes. In 2012, Brent
Brookings made us aware of Optimap, which calculated and mapped optimal routes. Typing
addresses into Optimap was slow but the routes it produced shortened the delivery times
considerably. Having a partner became increasingly the norm, which eased the parking
problem.

During the management of Jean Bégin and Linda Flynn, the manual system was
honed to near perfection. It provided fun and fellowship and gave excellent results but
meant so much work and organization that the MUMs team suggested that the club consider
discontinuing the program. Andrew Young and others were reluctant to lose this fundraiser.
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After Andrew proposed to run it applying his infotech skills, he took over management of
the program in 2014, joined by Don Butler from 2015 to 2017.

The introduction of electronic order forms helped towards the elimination of the
manual forms.  Though delivery slip sorting was increasingly by computer, delivery
packages were still prepared by hand by Carol Waters and Trudi Kersley. In 2015 it was
necessary to type the addresses of delivery package slips into Optimap, which is time
consuming. In 2016 Andrew put bar codes on each slip, allowing us to scan the address for
that slip from the database directly to a list for entry into Optimap. Route maps could then
be prepared in a few minutes.

In 2016, Meals on Wheels withdrew from the program but invited their customers to
continue buying from us.  Thanks largely to Carol and Brian Waters, the table below shows
that many of those customers did indeed continue with the program. The results would not
have been possible without the contributions of Andrew Young and Marcia Armstrong
keeping the orders straight, Joseph Redhead managing the drivers and Doug Rowlands
running the warehouse, and quite a few others.

MUMS Partner activity
                                      2016       2015     2014     2013           2012             2011   2010
RCWO 6467 3204 ~ 3696 3642 3683 3962

Other RC 2771 1933   ~  2432 1815 2236 1855
MOW+   0 5009  ~  3071 2632 3183 2149
Other partners 1650 552 ~  1388 1120 1391 1803
Total Sales+Delivs^ 10888 10698 ~ 10587 9209 10493 9769
Total Plants 5444 5349  ~ 5294 4605 5247 4885

$ shared* 39,431 38,620 ~ 38531 34,604 36,623 29,524

*net of club admin fee   +MOW withdrew from MUMS in 2016   ^NB One plant can be sold and
delivered by different partners.  The S+D total is not twice the plant total due to small errors.

In 2016, Engineers Without Borders and MADD were still partners and we were
joined by the Royal Lepage Shelter Foundation and CanUgan.  Rotary Club partners in 2016
were Stittsville, Nepean-Kanata, Kemptville, South Nepean and Orleans. Working on the
MUMs campaign provides opportunity for teamwork and fellowship and the exercise of one’s
skills. And it is very nice to receive a pleased and often surprised “Thank you” from the
recipient of one of our plants. (Don Butler)
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                    2013 – 2014
            hadi mortada

Board of Directors:  Bob Harrison, Dougie Pritchard (sec),
Joe Wattie, (treas), Jean Bégin, Mary Wattie, Merv Letts,
Ken Sparks, Chris Wanna

My Rotary Year started when I was in Lisbon, Portugal, for the RI Convention.  More
than twenty thousand Rotarians and their families attended, what a gathering that was! I
was proud to have been there, representing West Ottawa and gaining more knowledge
about Rotary. I had the pleasure to meet many Rotarians, some former RI Presidents and
the incoming president Ron Burton. I was honoured and proud to have been chosen
president of our club, having been a Rotarian for 10 years.  It was a thrill to meet my
wonderful extended family who showed me what Rotary means.

In my Rotary Year I decided to reinstate the President's Rose, which I enjoyed giving
to members, friends of Rotary and speakers. I liked wearing a tie to every meeting (as
opposed to my predecessor).  Henry Sim consistently kept in touch, sending cards to let us
know that he was always thinking of us. It was fun to receive them and know this fictitious
member continues doing well.

The club continued its projects, from ringing the bells for the Salvation Army, to
cleaning up part of the Hunt Club Road. We also kept our socializing in check, we enjoyed
fabulous and delicious BBQ's at the Balys' grounds, we had Casino nights at Mike Traub's
retirement home and a Night At The Races at the Rideau Carleton Raceway. Our fundraising
projects continued to be successful, starting with the Rotary Calendar involving all Ottawa
Area clubs to the Mums for Thanksgiving that we managed to save and carry on another
successful record-breaking year. Music for Humanity was another project that went well as
did our golf tournament, both supporting worthy projects. We also started a new fundraising
activity led by the New Members Committee, selling Rotary Coffee to support youth
projects, specifically the Interact Club.

As part of our focus to support the community, we presented Dave Smith Youth
Treatment Centre with a $25,000 cheque, concluding the total donation of $75,000 to help
build the centre in West Ottawa. The Rotary Home also continued to receive continued
support from our local fundraising.

We continued to grow our membership at different levels. We inducted two more
Corporate Members, continuing a membership initiative, which RI had selected West Ottawa
to evaluate. We inducted an Associate Member and four active members, Ali Pahlavani, from
the South Ottawa club, Henry Akanko, Cameron Ross and Navin Parekh. The membership
committee started a new initiative to recognize long time club members by recognizing
Keith Halpenny, a charter member, whom we sadly lost a few months later.   We also lost
Sherry Greaves and Mike Swift durimg the year.
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I am proud that we resurrected our involvement with youth by starting an Interact
Club at Woodroffe High School. We continued to support youth through different levels of
education. We recognized the 4WayTest students from local schools at our club luncheon
and sponsored Peace Fellow Student Sarah Angus who went to Thailand.

Twelve members received Paul Harris Fellow awards and Doug Heyland was the
recipient of the RI Avenue of Service Citation

For our support to the community and our international activities, our club was
awarded a Presidential Citation with Distinction. West Ottawa was the only club in the
District that received the Rotary Club Central award for our goals and achievements. Many
of our club members participated in the district conference in Montreal.

I am also proud that I introduced our club to the Social Media world and made sure
that our club's activities and achievements were announced on social media.

What did I learn in my year as president?  Much from my fellow Rotarians.  I learned
that I should start the meeting on time. I learned that Rotary is my family, that wherever I
travel, I can visit a Rotary club. Most of all, I learned to never quit and keep paddling.

I learned the most how to Engage Rotary & Change Lives.

           President Hadi
         with some of our

Corporate members

Annual BBQ at Anne-Marie & Ed Balys - 2016
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MUSIC

If music be the food of love, play on  (Twelfth Night)

By the middle of our first decade music had become a regular feature of our Rotary
meetings under the leadership of Dan Crone and Rod Holmes, a run that lasted over five
decades, the highlights of which were fully documented in the 50th anniversary book.

As the sixth decade began we came to understand that a change would soon occur.
In 2007 we learned that Margaret and Dan Crone would relocate from their Manotick home
to a seniors’ residence in Ancaster in order to be closer to their daughter and son.

On Tuesday, November 20, 2007 a special evening meeting was arranged to pay
tribute to Dan and Margaret. We gathered at the Travelodge with our partners, former
members and guests along with the Crone family. It was an evening of music,
reminiscences and tributes. President Paul Salvatore presented a special plaque to Dan and
Margaret to remember the occasion.

Less than a month later the annual Rotary Christmas music program went ahead
without Dan for the first time since its inception in 1983. But we still had his lyric input,
which continued on occasion for the next three years. Providing lyrics from afar—by email or
by phone—proved more taxing for Dan as time progressed. He no longer knew everyone in
the club and could not keep abreast of all our activities. So, his parodies became less
frequent.

On October 13, 2014 Dan
Crone turned 100, so a
small group of Rotarians,
along with some partners,
hired a limousine and went
to the Meadowlands Retire-
ment Residence for the
festive occasion.

Dan remained active almost
to the end, planning and
playing for hymn sings
every week and playing
his beloved organ in the
residence pub.

(standing) Jack Troughton, Gladys McGinnis, Nigel Lever, John Kersley,
Rod Holmes, Carol Ann Duncan, Bud McGinnis      (seated) Dan Crone

In June, 2015 Dan was hospitalized to insert a stent to ease aortic stenosis. Sadly, in
September, Dan was hospitalized again and died on the 25th, less than three weeks before
his 101st birthday. Rod Holmes represented the club at the memorial service on October 3rd.

This was truly the end of an era: five decades of music for Rotary. We will always be
indebted to Dan for sharing his talents with us.

Music does still play a role in the West Ottawa Rotary meetings. O Canada is still
sung every week as does our well-known Welcome Song, written by Dan in 1964. On
occasion some of Dan’s parodies get aired again as we try to maintain the slogan of The
Singing Club. (Rod Holmes)
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                        2014 – 2015
                   bob harrison

Board of Directors: Chris Wanna, Jean Bégin, Mary Wattie
(sec), Joe Wattie (treas). Ali Pahlavani, Mark Sherboneau,
Ken Sparks, Campbell Whillans

Theme for the Club: Out Beyond Ideas of Wrongdoing & Rightdoing,
                              There is a Field, I’ll Meet You There!

The membership committee is vital for the growth of our club.  Chaired by Merv
Letts, his committee brought in eleven new members, so that we grew from 86 to 94!
But during my watch, we lost eleven, including the deaths of two devoted members: Jack
Sawyer and charter member Keith Halpenny.

Luncheons had a remarkable turnout, even in the summer months, with a solid 55+
Rotarians and at our special event luncheons, you would see over 124 members/guests
filling the room. How did we maintain such a strong turnout?  Well, during the regular
meetings, significant speakers were the main attraction, thanks to the diligent work of Ed
Balys and his committee. Such speakers as Robert Fowler “Sleeping with Al Qaeda”, Ian and
Janine Maxwell, “A Place of Hope, Project Canaan, Swaziland”, and our own Keith Fraser
“The Franklin Story", to mention a few.  At our special recognition luncheons for Blair
Armstrong and Keith Fraser, the hall was filled with Rotarians, family and guests. These
were memorable moments.

Another important committee that sustains/attracts members is Fundraising which
provides the means of the club’s powerful outreach into the local and international
communities.   Each year, we have three major fundraising projects.  During my watch, the
volunteers of the Thanksgiving Mums project administered, sold and delivered 5,581 plants.
At $15 a plant, our gross income was around $80K. Once the nine partners and other
expenses were covered, our net was around $30K of which $18K became the International
Service Committee budget. Since this fundraiser depends heavily on a large number of
volunteer hours, Andrew Young, the co-chair, created a software registration program. The
second big fundraiser was the sale of Rotary Calendars. Even though the chair, Brett
Brooking, reported a 13% drop in sales, our revenue was $37,695.  The third project, the
unique annual fundraiser for PolioPlus, Music for Humanity, netted $4,600.

Club committees provide the means of reaching out to people both locally and
internationally. By disbursing donations to a diversity of requests, Community Service and
International Service (ISC) helped to bring relief and a better quality of life here and around
the world.  They include: the ISC (chaired by Don Butler) supported such projects as
“Project Chance Africa” ($5K), “Canugan Project” ($4K), and Bea Osome’s water wells
($4K).  Simultaneously, the Community Service Committee Chair, with a budget of $14K,
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was able to support some of the many requests, such as "Cornerstone Women’s Shelter
($2K), The spinoffs from these donations are invaluable for the Rotary brand and our motto
“Service Above Self”.  Our donations to the invaluable Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre
of $10K culminated in a four-year gift of $85K.

Some changes in the operation of a club are trivial, such as developing a template
for its bulletin, while changing the venue of the weekly meeting is a substantial undertaking.
During the presidency of Stu Bower, West Ottawa met for the first time in the Talisman
Hotel (later it became the Travelodge). Our club (after 52 years) met the challenge of
moving its venue.  Led by Linda Flynn and her committee, the Board accepted the
recommendation that the club would meet for the first time for the Awards’ Dinner on June
30, 2015 in the St. Elias Convention Centre.

We received five Citations or
Appreciations including the President’s
Citation for the newly formed Woodroffe
Interact Club, the Governor’s Appreciation
Certificate for a generous donation to End
Polio and the ShelterBox Hero for our
Industrious Work.

As President, I enjoyed the
challenges of the Rotary Year of 2014-15
because our Rotary Club addressed the RI
President's theme of “Light up Rotary”.

                                                                    ShelterBox

Visitors’ day, 2016
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COMMUNITY SERVICE

To help improve the quality of life of individuals and groups in need
through personal and financial support

Since the 50th anniversary, most of the community service work followed the
successful pattern established over the years. Numerous requests to help Individuals in
times of short term assistance were often brought to the attention of the committee by club
members.   Following are significant donations in the last 10 years.:

- Camperships at Christie Lake and Merrywood date back to the early days of the club.
More recently we contributed to Camp Misquah, a camp for children and adults with
developmental disabilities, and the Camp Banting diabetes program.

-  An annual bursary towards continuing education for teen age mothers graduating from
the Youville Academy.

-  Extended the facilities at the Centennial  Park for all Abilities in the  construction of a pool
and water slide,

- Contributed to St. Joe's Supper Table, the Shepherds of Good Hope and the School
Breakfast Program.

-  Contributed to the work of Centre 507, a day centre in Centertown serving the homeless,
and the women's shelter of the Elizabeth Fry Society.

-  A major funding initiative in the last ten years was the Dave Smith Youth Drug Treatment
Centre.

- Club members came out on Saturday mornings to continue our Adopt-a-Road project
along the Hunt Club Road.

-  Contributed to the Twice Upon a Time literacy program.

-  Helped underwrite the cost of running shoes for the Start2Finish Running & Reading Club.

- Supported the Ottawa School Breakfast Program, which assists 13,000 children daily at
175 schools,

-  Made donations to several community food banks or Christmas hamper programs.
                                                                                   (Dave Morton)

A Ramp for Melanie

 In late March 2009, the Ottawa Citizen broke a story on their front page about
Melanie, a young woman wheelchair-bound and severely disabled.  Melanie was confined to
her house and her single mother was crying out for a ramp simply to take her daughter
outside.  Ed Balys, Jean Bégin and Jack Troughton acted quickly, establishing contact and
researching the proposed project.  The plight of Melanie and her mother very quickly led to
a crowd-funding exercise led by the Ottawa Citizen.  The newspaper published articles
almost daily for just over a week. West Ottawa administered the funds, thanks to Dave
Morton, Club Treasurer, while Ed oversaw the construction effort (permits, code compliance,
etc.).  Some $10,000 came in.  The ramp was built.  The money left over was given to the
mother to help with Melanie’s care.                                 (Alan Bowles)
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Winthrop Court

The Winthrop Court project was the result of a search by Russ Hicks for a new
community service project.  Pinecrest-Queensway Community Health Centre serves six
communities, including the subsidized housing communities of Regina Lane and Winthrop
Court, which house close to four hundred residents. In September 2010, we provided three
volunteers (Russ Hicks, Linda Flynn and Alan Bowles) at its thriving junior-level homework
club. A succession of snags at the Centre prevented our planned decorating and repair
projects nor were we able to find a way of working together to help convert an adjacent and
uneven plot of land into a playground..

The following year, financial cuts resulted into laying off a staff person and bringing
in university students to lead the Centre’s programs.  The homework club was reduced to
two evenings per week.  Two initiatives by the educational system in Ontario gradually
reduced the attendance at the homework club: Students received progressively less
homework and the math curriculum was changed to replace rote learning (e.g. times tables)
by the discovery method.  Working with Alan during the second through the fifth years of
our club’s participation were Mary Lever (wife of Nigel), Chi Hoang and for two years Arlene
Harrison (wife of Bob).  After five years, further support by our club was no longer needed.

(Alan Bowles)

See also  Rotary at Work, ABCs of Fraud, Scholarships, Dictionary4Life and Rotary Home
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Curling

The Canada-Scotland Rotary Curling Tour began in
1956. Every two years Rotarian curlers from both countries
meet for friendly competition with Canada and Scotland
alternating as hosts. The 12-stop tour is four weeks in duration
and has developed a reputation for great curling, wonderful
hospitality and outstanding fellowship on both sides of the
Atlantic.

West Ottawa has been involved with the Tour since 1984
and is one of 22 seeded Canadian clubs that participate in this
unique experience in international fellowship. Each team is

composed of 22 curlers representing their respective clubs. Rotarian curlers may participate
once only as many others look forward to the opportunity, truly a once in a lifetime
adventure.

West Ottawa Rotarians who have represented our club in Scotland include Blair
Armstrong in 1986, Len Baird in 1990, Orm Tye in 1994, John Cutler in 1998, Merv Robblee
in 2002, Steve Blondeau in 2006 and Eric Armstrong in 2010.

The tradition of Rotary curling continued for West Ottawa with Scots visiting Canada
in 2008, 2012 and 2016. A Canadian team visited Scotland in 2010 and 2014. No one from
our club was able to go on the tour in 2014 or 2018.

For each member of a
team, the Rotary Curling Tour
is a five-year commitment,
beginning with the application
process, team selection and
meetings over a year in
advance of the tour. After the
team has been set, travel
arrangements, selection and
purchasing of uniforms and
equipment must be made.

Every curler is dressed
the same for all occasions both
on and off the ice. Each team
designs its own unique crest or
logo.

                                                             Canadian flag bearer, Eric Armstrong, at Border Ice Rink,
                                                                    Kelso, Scotland, November 16, 2010

Appropriate gifts for each host must be selected as a team, taking into account the
size and weight of the gifts.  Except for three nights, all accommodations over the four-
week tour are in the homes of Rotarians at each of the 12 stops in Canada or Scotland.

One of the duties of the participants in the Rotary curling exchange is to be the Area
Coordinator for their community and Rotary Club when the next Canadian or Scottish
curling team visits. Steve Blondeau represented West Ottawa to Scotland in 2006 and thus
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became the Area Coordinator for the Scots visit to Ottawa in 2008. Eric Armstrong
represented West Ottawa on the 2010 team and was the coordinator in Ottawa for 2012.
Eric assumed the duties of Area Coordinator in 2016, there being no member from West
Ottawa on the Canada to Scotland team in 2014.

The Area Coordinator is responsible for making all arrangements for hosting the
Scots in the homes of West Ottawa Rotarians, recruiting Rotarian curlers, arranging curling
at the Hunt Club, tours of the Parliament Buildings and museums, evening house parties, a
special luncheon at our Rotary meeting and planning transportation for the Scots from
Montreal to Ottawa and then to Kingston.

Many Rotarians and their spouses or partners contribute to making visits by the
Scots a success at each stop on the Canadian tour. Indeed, without their gracious
assistance, the Tour would not exist.

 .

Scottish curling team
visits Canada in
November, 2016

On recent tours, the Scots were hosted in Ottawa by Betty’Don and Blair Armstrong,
Eric Armstrong, Len and Barb Baird, Steve Blondeau, Fred Christie and Carol Scott, Frank
and Diana Cranton, Rocco Disipio and Anna Jasiak, Linda and Don Flynn, Keith and Sue
Halpenny, Doug and Joan Heyland, Doreen and Peter Ide, Merv and Marilyn Letts, Nigel and
Mary Lever, Ken and Glenda Murray, Ron and Jane Scott, Jack and Pat Troughton and Mary
and Joe Wattie.  Home dinner parties were hosted by Eric, Blair and Betty’Don Armstrong,
Nigel and Mary Lever, Doreen and Peter Ide and Mary and Joe Wattie.

Our own member and bagpiper, Doug Heyland, piped the teams on to the ice while
Linda Flynn was the Canadian flag bearer. Blair Armstrong provided the curling ice at the
Hunt Club. Mary and Joe Wattie made arrangements for curling pins.  The Canadian teams
that competed against the Scots in Ottawa were made up of curlers from West Ottawa,
Bytown, South Ottawa, Ottawa, Kemptville and Brockville.

(Eric Armstrong)
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Rotary Club of West Ottawa Foundation

The Rotary Club Foundation evolved from discussions of the 2013-2014 Board where
the president tasked Board member Merv Letts to strike a steering committee to examine
the feasibility of establishing our own foundation. Merv formed the steering committee with
himself as chairman, and members president Hadi Mortada ex officio, Bob Harrison,
incoming president, Art Saper, liaison officer, Joan Heyland, secretary, and Ron Scott, legal
representative.

The steering committee had a number of meetings with the chair of the Rotary Club
of Ottawa Foundation, it being the only club in Ottawa with its own independent foundation.
Much information on process was gleaned from these meetings, greatly facilitated by Art
Saper, president of the Ottawa club at the time their foundation was established.  We also
contacted the Rotary International Foundation to determine if there were any concerns
about creating our own foundation. The RIF was most supportive, encouraging us to
proceed. Their experience has been that clubs with their own foundations have actually
increased donations to TRF since they are free to donate to TRF projects.  The legal
paperwork was shepherded by Ron Scott who worked with the CRA to obtain charity status
and to become a registered charitable foundation

In April 2016, the Board unanimously endorsed the recommendation of the steering
committee to establish a club foundation. In May, Merv Letts presented the report to the
club membership where it was unanimously approved, as well as appointing its Board of
Directors:  Merv Letts, Art Saper, Joan Heyland, Hadi Mortada and Joe Wattie with Ron
Scott as legal advisor.

Our own foundation would allow us to allocate funds and legacy in a capital fund
used predominantly for local projects and from which interest, dividends and capital gains
will be used to support club projects.

Terms of Reference

The West Ottawa Foundation
Is governed subject to General Operating By-Law No.1
Provides a vehicle to receive bequests and other funds on behalf of the club
Acts as the ‘de facto’ trustee of the financial assets of the club
Allows pooling of assets to optimize growth and return of club assets
Makes charitable donations to registered charities, including RI
Makes donations on behalf of the club, subject to its Operating By-Laws and

tax provisions
Returns investment proceeds and capital to the club.
Limits the liability of the club.
Should receive the club's annual surplus funds
Shall return to the club's Charitable Fund at least the minimum funds required

under the provisions of its CRA charitable status
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AWARDS
2007 - 2017

The club recognizes and honours outstanding service in six areas of endeavour

PAUL HARRIS FELLOW RECOGNITION

Named after the founder of Rotary, this award was instituted by the trustees of The Rotary
Foundation in 1957. Although created as a fund raising mechanism by The Foundation, West
Ottawa uses this award as an honourary designation. The club bestows Paul Harris Fellow
Awards on individuals to recognize and honour distinguished service to the club or to the
community that exemplifies the ideals and objectives of Rotary.

NOTE: The Paul Harris Fellowships listed here were awarded to the member for meritorious
service to the Rotary Club of West Ottawa. This listing does not include Paul Harris
Fellowships obtained by individuals through a US $1,000 donation to the Annual Fund of
Rotary International.

Awarded to club members

Ted Ferrier 2007,  Keith Fraser 2007,  David Ireland 2007,  Bud McGinnis 2007,
Ron Scott 2007,  Jean Bégin 2008, 2013,  Susan Goddard, 2008,

Andrew Young 2008, 2011, 2016,  Ed Balys 2009, 2016,  Phil Bronsther 2009,
Paul Salvatore 2009,  Alan Bowles 2010,  Rocco Disipio 2010,  Julius Frank, 2010,

George Grande 2010,  Doug Heyland 2010,  Clive Talbot 2010,  Dave Morton 2011,
Bob Harrison 2011, 2016,  Joan Heyland 2011,  Carol Waters 2011,

Don Butler 2012, 2017,  Linda Flynn 2012,  John Kersley 2012,  Cletus Peters 2012,
Ken Sparks 2012,  Doug Rowlands 2012,  Eric Armstrong 2013,
Graeme Fraser 2013,  Merv Letts 2013,  Brett Brooking 2014,

Peter Gilman 2014,  Rod Holmes 2014,  Brian Langill 2014,  Ken Murray 2014,
Norm Thomas 2014,  Hadi Mortada 2015,  Mike Traub 2015,  Joe Wattie 2015,

Campbell Whillans 2016,  Chris Wanna 2017,  Mary Wattie 2017

Awarded to non-members

Stephanie Kwan 2007,  Julian Armour 2008,  Douglas Kinnear 2008,  Elliot Braganza 2009,
Emily Glossop 2009,  Kristina Groves 2010,  Irene Cameron 2013,  Lisette Canton 2013,

Peter Wood 2014,  Carol Burrows 2015,  Shawn Dawson 2015,
Brian Waters 2015,  Benson Osome 2016,  Gina St. Amour 2017,  Peggy Taillon 2017,

Gurbachan Singh Bedi 2017

THE RUTH MARTIN AWARD FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

Named for Ruth Martin who dedicated much of her life to the betterment of the community
at large, this award is made to any individual, except a club member, in recognition of
conspicuous service to the community over a period of years.

Elaine Garfinkel 2008,  Kevin Frost 2009,  Mark Emery 2010,  Don Flynn 2011,
Margaret Knight 2012,  Hazel Bowen 2013,  Kent & Mary Browne 2014,

Rev. Anthony Bailey 2016.
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THE LLOYD LOYNES AWARD FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE

Named for Lloyd Loynes, a club member, who promoted many ways of increasing
volunteerism in the club and the community, this award is presented to a club member who
has performed outstanding ’hands on’ volunteer service in support of club activities, and/or
to the community through activities external to Rotary.

George Grande 2007,  Tom Belton 2009,  Hadi Mortada 2010,  Suan Cross 2011,
Bea Osome 2011,  Art Saper 2012,  Brian Hartley 2013,  Sarvesh Upadhyaya 2013,

Jake Maarse 2014,  Rocco Disipio 2016,  Navin Parekh 2016

AVENUES OF SERVICE CITATION

Awarded to a club member to recognize outstanding efforts in each of the four Avenues of
Service: Club, Vocational, Community and International Service.  Only one citation may be
awarded each year.

Jim Maxwell 2007,  Jack Sawyer 2009,  Bud McGinnis 2010,  Joan Heyland 2012,
Carol Waters 2013,  Doug Heyland 2014,  Fred Christie 2015,

Linda Flynn 2016,  Doug Rowlands 2017

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES AWARD

Established by Rotary International, this award may be conferred on individuals or
organizations by outstanding service to families and communities, or in recognition of the
positive contributions to individual Rotary clubs made by Rotarians’ spouses or family
members.

Trudi Kersley 2009,  Ottawa Police Service 2009,
City of Ottawa Parks & Recreation – Brewer Park 2010,  Dorothy Young 2011,

Bushtukah 2011,  St. Luke’s Lunch Club & Drop In Centre 2013,
Parkdale Food Centre 2014,  Twice Upon a Time 2015

HONOURED LIFE MEMBERS

Awarded to a club member who, over a period of many years, has provided outstanding
service in advancing the club’s mission.

Keith Halpenny 2008,  Ed Quipp 2009,  Burt Collins 2010,  Ted Ferrier 2010,
Bob Butcher 2010,  Julius Frank 2011,  Keith Fraser 2012,  Russ Hicks 2012,

Jack Troughton 2012,  Blair Armstrong 2015,  Peter Gilman 2017
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2015 – 2016
chris wanna

Board of Directors: Jean Bégin, Ken Sparks,
Mary Wattie (sec), Mark Sherboneau (treas), Jen Ahde,
Robert Harrison, Ali Pahlavani, Susan Diening,
Campbell Whillans

I opened each meeting with a motivational thought for the day, often followed by the
DG's video report and recognized members regularly for their outstanding work with the
President's Rose (or a bottle of wine).

The St. Elias Centre, our new venue after a remarkable 53 years in a hotel, made a
positive impression right from the spacious parking lot to the decor and the high ceilings.
The main change was the meal - a regular buffet instead of individual servings. The old blue
box was replaced by a sturdy, handsome box designed and built by Nigel Lever. This first
Tuesday in July 2015 was a day of ‘firsts’ for the club: the first regular club meeting at the
St. Elias  Centre, the first  meeting of my Rotary year, the first time seven Past District
Governors attended our lunch meeting.

Proof that members are taking advantage of the privilege of attending other Rotary
clubs was in the exchange of club banners.  Larry Chop visited two clubs in Australia; Carol
Waters gave Anup Subedi a banner from his old club in Kathmandu; Joseph Redhead
attended a Toronto club.  I exchanged banners with visiting Rotarians:  an environmentally
friendly one from the Netherlands; a commemorative hat from Thailand; a banner from the
president of the Sandy Beds club in the UK.

Though I was proud to induct eight new active members, the club lost Tom Belton,
Brian Langill and Jake Maarse through resignation; and we were sad to record the passing
of two Honoured Life Members, Dan Crone at the age of 101 and Past President Orm Tye at
89.  On Visitors Day, some 40 guests and visitors included representatives of four of our
partner organizations - LiveWorkPlay, the Ottawa Rotary Home, the Dave Smith Youth
Treatment Centre and the Wabano Centre.

Special programs included the request of the incoming District Governor, Nabil
Oudeh that we host the Rotary District 7040 Changeover Dinner. We enjoyed the traditional
social events - the BBQ at the Balys estate, the Christmas music program with our own
singers and guest Garth Hampson, the "three wise guys", Rocco, Mark and Linas, predicting
the future at the first meeting in 2016. Our team came second in a field of twenty at the
annual Trivia Challenge of the Stittsville Rotary Club. The club approved the establishment
of a Rotary Club of West Ottawa Foundation. Bob Harrison reported on the Past Presidents'
Dinner, remarking that an attendance of 28 of a possible 33 was a remarkable achievement
and showed that club presidents stayed and remained active members.
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In July, we paid tribute to Honoured Life
Member and PDG Jack Troughton. Jean Bégin
announced that a celebration of the club's 60th
anniversary would take place on April 28, 2017.

As well as contributing to ShelterBox
Canada, the club was active in supporting
projects ($18,000 from the proceeds of the
Mums fundraiser) in India, the Philippines,
Uganda, Kenya and the hands-on work of Suan
Cross and Carol Waters in digging wells in
Project Chance Africa.  Bea Osome was pleased
that another well had been completed. Locally,

the Dictionary4Life expanded to 10 schools but the successful run of our ABCs of Fraud
presentations came to an end.

We sold 5,400 mums plants, grossing $80,000, but the Calendar project was down
30%.   For PolioPlus, Music for Humanity netted $4,800 while Jake Maarse, by skating 315
laps of the Brewer Park oval, donated $355. The club donated $1,000 towards the Fort
McMurray relief fund.  We manned the Sally Ann kettles.  Brett Booking helped the Orleans
club organize a shoe bank crusade.

The manager of TD Community Relations presented us with a cheque for $10,000 to
finance our efforts for the next two years to expand both the Dictionary4Life and the
Start2Finish Running & Reading projects.  The Merivale Interact club gave us $1,000, which
the student body wished to go towards the club’s sponsorship of a Syrian refugee family for
which we raised $5,635 including a single donation of $5,000 from Fred Sirotek.

At the Awards and Changeover Dinner on June 28, members of the Awards
Committee took turns making the presentations.  Bob Harrison and Andrew Young each
received a Paul Harris Award, Navin Parekh and Rocco Disipio shared the Lloyd Loynes
Award and Linda Flynn was honoured with the RI Avenues of Service Award.  The Ruth
Martin Award was presented to the Rev. Anthony Bailey of Parkdale Church.

This year marked the 100th Anniversary of the poem Flanders Fields. I laid the club’s
wreath at the Nepean Cenotaph on Remembrance Day and the club veterans held our own
remembrance ceremony.

We do not remember days, we remember moments

Jen Ahde, Ken Sparks, Bob Harrison, Jean Bégin, Chris Wanna, Ali Pahlavani,
Mary Wattie, Jake Maarse, Campbell Whillans



The Sixth Decade

61

Youth service

To advance the development of high school students, to interest them
in the work of Rotary and to encourage them to develop a strong interest

in serving their community

This vision was established by its first chair, Nigel Lever, in 2010. Youth Services
initially administered the Dictionary4Life project, which later became a separate committee.
With the formation of the Interact Club at Woodroffe High School in 2014, committee
activities comprised a number of projects aimed at strengthening the ties between Rotarians
and the student members.  West Ottawa provided speakers for an educational development
program of talks on topics with an international focus.  Members with careers in medicine,
engineering, science, education, and foreign affairs gave talks on peacekeeping, being an
educator outside Canada, the selling of Canadian space technology, the practice of
engineering in developing countries, the establishment of an orphanage and medical clinic in
a slum in Kenya, and the role of a Canadian Trade Commissioner.  The balance from a
coffee sale fundraiser provided an award to the student body of two one-year scholarships
for scholastic excellence.

The 4-Way-Test Awards to Grade 8 students at six junior high schools in Ottawa has
been organized by Peter Fisher since 1992.  The Committee sponsored students to the
annual Adventure in Citizenship program of the Rotary Club of Ottawa and, on occasion,
sponsored a student to attend the conference held annually at the Rotary Youth Leadership
Academy (RYLA).

Committee members volunteered at Woodroffe High School’s all-night Awake
fundraising activity held annually in November, letting Rotarians interact with students
during the Awake through playing table tennis and demonstration of the ShelterBox, which
is deployed to locales devastated by natural disasters.  Woodroffe High School took the
opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to helping others, locally as well as outside
Canada, by giving West Ottawa part of the funds raised at the Awake. In the past two
years, the school gave Rotary
more than $2,000 for the purchase
of ShelterBoxes. Interact Club
students attended at least one of
our normal lunch meetings as well
as our Visitors’ Day meeting.

Efforts to rejoin the other
District clubs in the exchange
students’ program were
unsuccessful mainly because of
difficulty in attracting potential
host families and the mandatory
police checks becoming more
stringent.

The work of the committee continues today under the chairmanship of Joseph
Redhead, a new member of the club, with invaluable contributions from long-time members
Peter Fisher, Jen Ahde, Jen Soucy, Robert Harrison, Nigel Lever, Ron Doll and Rocco Disipio.
Newer members who are part of this committee include Henry Akanko, Paul Leduc and
Ginette Thomas. (Joseph Redhead)
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2016 – 2017
jean begin

District Governor: Nabil Oudeh (RC of Ottawa)
Area Governors: Hadi Mortada, Fay Campbell
Board of Directors: Ali Pahlavani PE  2018-19, Jen Ahde PE
Nom., Mary Wattie Sec., Hadi Mortada, Carol Bell Thompson,
Campbell Whillans, Ken Sparks (July1 - resigned Jan.10)
Susan Diening

Preparation for my year as president really began in June
when Joan Heyland and I attended the R.I. Convention in Seoul, South Korea.  sThere we
learned more about Rotary and met fellow Rotarians from all parts of the world, a truly
humbling experience.

Rotary Club of West Ottawa turns 60
The actual charter date was January 14, 1957, so as close to that date as

possible we marked the occasion with cake, candles, balloons and other décor. It
was a joyous day indeed with more celebrations to follow in April.

Membership:
On June 15, 2017 our total rose to a high of 100, having inducted 6 individual and 4

Corporate members. We welcomed Bruce Brooks, Caroline De Witt, Jeremy Klein, James B.
Maxwell, Melissa White, Deborah Wyatt, Jennifer Wyatt. We bid goodbye to 6 for various
reasons – Edith Duarte, Toni Grande, Paul Leduc, Ken Sparks, Tom Stollman, Bob St. Eloi.

Lovingly Remembered:
Over the past year we lost Honoured Life Members (retired) Burt Collins and Bob

Butcher and Associate Member Julie Pallas.

Honouring our Elder Statesmen:
In September we paid tribute to Honoured Life

Member and PDG Russ Hicks, acknowledging his many
accomplishments over the years – five clubs were
chartered, the
street clock on
Richmond Road to
celebrate our 50th

Anniversary, calling
for outside Rotarian
assistance during
the ice storm of
1998, to name a
few.

In February we paid tribute to Past President
Peter Gilman, member since 1960, and to whom we
bestowed Honoured Life Member status. Always
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working quietly behind the scenes on many different projects and in various club positions,
including three times as secretary, the Bellair project and his many years serving as
Sergeant-at-Arms. On these special occasions, we are privileged to have their families in
attendance as they have been the silent support system behind the scenes for many years.

RCWO Foundation:
Under the leadership of Merv Letts, our Club Foundation was established. This places

the club in a much better financial position for our future endeavours. The first major
contribution came from the remaining funds of the ABCs of Fraud.

District Conference:
This year the conference was in Ottawa, the home of our District Governor. It was

one of the most successful conferences to date providing displays from many clubs,
including our own Dictionary4Life project along with ShelterBox.

Committees and Projects: The Ways and Means Committee was established. Developing
a new fundraiser is always a challenge, so this committee will continue.

Dictionary4Life, the growing child of Linda Flynn, has now spread to 15 clubs in the district.
This year our members distributed dictionaries to Grade 3 students in 21 area schools. Just
watching and listening to the excitement level increase as more children receive, in some
cases, the first book they ever owned, gave us goose bumps. 1,730 books have been
ordered for distribution with Rotary partner clubs and TD Bank (partner for two years). TD
volunteers join us for their presentations.

ABCs of Fraud program disbanded but left many fond
memories.

Ongoing: Shoe Bank Canada: Brett Booking
introduced us to this new venture. Sorting used shoes
donated by the citizens of Ottawa for 1) distribution
locally to those in need, or shipped overseas for small
business ventures and/or recycling, and 2) we have
partnered with the Parkdale Food Centre for the
introduction of Shoe Give Away Days, supplying
footwear to 200 of their neighbours on each occasion.

“Brett, you’ll have to explain it to him again”
Collecting toiletries for neighbours of the Parkdale Food Centre. They have generous
donations of food from various sources but not much needed toiletries. These contributions
have been most appreciated.

Foundation Fellowship Dinners continue to be successful and proven to be a marvellous
way for members to become better acquainted with one another. The side bonus is raising
funds for the R.I. Foundation.

Community Service: $11,150 toward various community initiatives, +$5,000 toward
Camperships (Camp Misquah, Christie Lake Kids, Trips for Kids, Camp Merrywood).

Calendar Proceeds: Ottawa Rotary Home, $10,000; Hospice Care Ottawa (a building in
Kanata), $5,000

International Service: ($18,000 + three ShelterBoxes) Global Grant (Canugan), Bea’s
Wells, Project Chance Africa.

Introduction of Chat and Chew Days----members at each table are invited to identify
problems and/or concerns and hopefully present a solution. What can we do better?
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Dine with a Critter: Complaints of folks always sitting at the same table brought about a
chance to have some fun. When you pay for lunch, choose a ‘critter’ then find the matching
table and that is where you will dine that day.

December: As we prepared for the Holiday season, we spent three full days ringing the
bells at the Salvation Army Kettle at Carlingwood.  The following week was our annual
Christmas program where we enjoyed the special talents of Rod Holmes, Patricia Talbot and
guest soloist Garth Hampson.

February 28 was Visitors’ Day, inviting prospective members and friends allowing us to
showcase our projects and accomplishments. All our club projects and fundraisers were well
displayed as well as the Ottawa Rotary Home, a longstanding project very dear to our
members. We are always hopeful that this meeting will bring a rush of new member
candidates.

April 28:  Our official 60th Anniversary Celebration showcasing each 10 year period since
1957, the menu complimenting various nationalities represented in our club and prepared
by our own chefs, Phil Bronsther, Victor Mazzola and Toni Grande. The main course was
followed by fabulous desserts prepared by our members. What an evening it was!

June 24:  Annual BBQ at the Balys country estate, this year
an Argentinian menu compliments of Victor Mazzola and a
repeat of desserts by our members, such a hit at our 60th.

June 27: Awards and Changeover: 6 PHFs, 1 Avenues of
Service awarded.

Fundraisers:
Mums for Thanksgiving:  1st year without Meals on Wheels as
partner. Sales 5,432 plants saw proceeds of $32,000 for our
club.

“Got to go now, Vic; Golf Tournament:  Net proceeds just under $14,000
                  I smell something burning” Calendar: $27,000

Music for Humanity: $3,300 toward the eradication of Polio

The 60th anniversary gala
On April 28, 2017 the sell-out crowd of 160 Rotarians and guests were warmly

greeted by Mary Wattie and Doreen Ide and proceeded to the hors d’oeuvres of sushi,
veggies and dip and lined up at the cash bar.

Many took advantage of the chance to view the
display of cartoons by Keith Fraser, sketched over the past
60 years, and the respectful “In Memoriam” display
completed by Bill Rolph on members who have passed on in
this past decade.

MC Graeme Fraser greeted us in the banquet hall
with a summary of our club’s sixty years, pointing out
significant events along the way.  He then described the
‘tasting menu’ buffet from which we could sample, as often
as we wished, a variety of offerings prepared by our chefs
Phil Bronsther, Toni Grande and Victor Mazzola. The food
ranged from lobster salad to marinated lamb chops and
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bison sliders. Graeme reminded us not to forget the multitude of desserts prepared by club
members, which included guava mousse, sweet Indian rice pudding, Lithuanian doughnuts,
English truffle, key lime pie and dark chocolate brownies.

President Jean Bégin announced three door prizes, one a newly minted 150th

Anniversary Commemorative Silver Dollar, won by Jack Troughton, a 1957 silver spoon set
donated by Fred Sirotek and a photographic session donated by Inna Flyazhenkova, both
won by guests. It was then time for the evening’s entertainment where era groups (each
ten years, except the last two) would present stories of our years in seven acts.

ACT 1 1957-1966

Led by Keith Fraser, our reputation as
a singing club is born.

ACT 2 1967-1976

Led by Peter Fisher, a mock meeting featuring Bill Morris’
poetry.

ACT 3 1977-1987

Starting and finishing with Russ Hicks’
harmonica serenading a Voyageur
weekend down memory lane.

     ACT 41987-1996
An historical play of the decade’s

     projects and fundraisers. Our first female
     member, Mary Rozenberg, made a
     cameo appearance.
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ACT 5 1997-2006

Showing clearly how adding
women and other diverse
members increased the
effectiveness of projects and
fundraisers.

ACT 6 2007-2011
Merv Letts’ clever ditty with audio by
Brett Brooking featured the
backgrounds of those who joined in
that era.

ACT 7 2012-2017

Using the technical skills
of Aaron Reid, just
graduated from Algonquin
College TV Technology,
they produced a “fake
news” video featuring
anchor Larry Chop and
reporters Marcia
Armstrong, Ali Pahlavani,
Marilyn Letts and Ginette
Thomas.

After President Jean thanked the 60th Anniversary committee and the Rotary chefs, MC
Graeme Fraser wrapped up the evening with a challenge to the decade’s new members to
provide strong leadership in the years ahead.    (Gaye Moffett)
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MEMBERS JOINING SINCE 2008

(back row) Larry Chop, Carol Bell Thompson, Robert Shaw-Wood, Roy Miller, Brett Brooking, Don Butler

(middle row) Inna Flyazhenkova, Sucha Mann, Ron Doll, Mary Wattie, Ginette Thomas, Susan Diening,
Claudette Léger-Paillé, Marilyn Letts, Merv Letts

(front row) Fred Sirotek, Bill Rolph, Brian Hartley, Marcia Armstrong, Linas Pilypaitis, Joseph Redhead,
Bob Harrison, Pardeep Ahluwalia

Whatever you can do, or dream you can, do it.
Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it.

(Goethe)

This is simply a record of our club’s 6th decade.  Nowhere in the reports of activities,
nor in the accounts of presidential years, is there a hint that we aspire to become a better
club.  Might a perceptive reader gather a sense of self-satisfaction?   We congratulated
ourselves in our celebration dinner.  Were we more deserving, a better club, than we were
in the 5th decade?

Rotary International gives our club Awards of Distinction, and we fancy ourselves as
a leading club in the District.  So we should be a leader in fundraiser initiatives, in
innovation in weekly programs, in collaborative ventures, in copying successful projects, in
regaining the inspired exchange student program, and perhaps reassessing former
successful ventures.

Pictured above are some of the 51 Rotarians who joined the club in this 6th decade.
On this group, a full half of the membership, rests the opportunity to make West Ottawa a
better and more complete Rotary club.
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                 Jean Bégin
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